
FINAL DECLARATION 1975 NPT REVIEW CONFERENCE 

FINAL DECLARATION OF THE FIRST REVIEW 
CONFERENCE OF THE NPT 1975 

Preamble 
 
The States Party to the Treaty on the Non 
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons which met in 
Geneva in May 1975, in accordance with the Treaty, 
to review the operation of the Treaty with a view to 
assuring that the purposes of the Preamble and the 
provisions of the Treaty are being realized. 
 
Recognizing the continuing importance of the 
objectives of the Treaty. 
 
Affirming the belief that universal adherence to the 
Treaty would greatly strengthen international peace 
and enhance the security of all States. 
 
Firmly convinced  that, in order to achieve this aim, it 
is essential to maintain, in the implementation of the 
Treaty, an acceptable balance of mutual 
responsibilities and obligations of all States Party to 
the Treaty, nuclear-weapon and non-nuclear-weapon 
States. 
 
Recognizing that the danger of nuclear warfare 
remains a grave threat to the survival of mankind, 
 
Convinced that the prevention of any further 
proliferation of nuclear weapons or other nuclear 
explosive devices remains a vital element in efforts to 
avert nuclear warfare, and that the promotion of this 
objective will be furthered by more rapid progress 
towards the cessation of the nuclear arms race and the 
limitation and reduction of existing nuclear weapons, 
with a view to the eventual elimination from national 
arsenals of nuclear weapons, pursuant to a Treaty on 
general and complete disarmament under strict and 
effective international control. 
 
Recalling the determination expressed by the Parties 
to seek to achieve the discontinuance of all test 
explosions of nuclear weapons for all time. 
 
Considering that the trend towards detente in 
relations between States provides a favourable 
climate within which more significant progress 
should be possible towards the cessation of the 
nuclear arms race. 
 
Noting the important role which nuclear energy can, 

 
 
particularly in changing economic circumstances, 
play in power production and in contributing to the 
progressive elimination of the economic and 
technological gap between developing and developed 
States. 
 
Recognizing that the accelerated spread and 
development of peaceful applications of nuclear 
energy will, in the absence of effective safeguards, 
contribute to further proliferation of nuclear 
explosive capability. 
 
Recognizing the continuing necessity of full 
cooperation in the application and improvement of 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
safeguards on peaceful nuclear activities. 
 
Recalling that all Parties to the Treaty are entitled to 
participate in the fullest possible exchange of 
scientific information for, and to contribute alone or 
in cooperation with other States to, the further 
development of the applications of atomic energy for 
peaceful purposes. 
 
Reaffirming the principle that the benefits of peaceful 
applications of nuclear technology, including any 
technological by-products which may be derived by 
nuclear-weapon States from the development of 
nuclear explosive devices, should be available for 
peaceful purposes to all Parties to the Treaty, and 
 
Recognizing that all States Parties have a duty to 
strive for the adoption of tangible and effective 
measures to attain the objectives of the Treaty. 
 
Declare as follows: 
 
Purposes 
 
The States Party to the Treaty reaffirm their strong 
common interest in averting the further proliferation 
of nuclear weapons. They reaffirm their strong 
support for the Treaty, their continued dedication to 
its principles and objectives, and their commitment to 
implement fully and more effectively its provisions. 
They reaffirm the vital role of the Treaty in 
international efforts 
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• To avert further proliferation of nuclear weapons 
• To achieve the cessation of the nuclear arms race 
and to undertake effective measures in the direction 
of nuclear disarmament, and 
• To promote cooperation in the peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy under adequate safeguards. 
 
Review of Articles I and II 
 
The review undertaken by the Conference confirms 
that the obligations undertaken under Articles I and II 
of the Treaty have been faithfully observed by all 
Parties. The Conference is convinced that the 
continued strict observance of these Articles remains 
central to the shared objective of averting the further 
proliferation of nuclear weapons. 
 
Review of Article III 
 
The Conference notes that the verification activities 
of the IAEA under Article III.1, of the Treaty respect 
the sovereign rights of States and do not hamper the 
economic, scientific or technological developments 
of the Parties to the Treaty or international 
cooperation in peaceful nuclear activities. It urges 
that this situation be maintained. The Conference 
attaches considerable importance to the continued 
application of safeguards under Article III.1, on a 
non-discriminatory basis, for the equal benefit of all 
States Party to the Treaty. The Conference notes the 
importance of systems of accounting for and control 
of nuclear material, from the standpoints both of the 
responsibilities of States Party to the Treaty and of 
cooperation with the IAEA in order to facilitate the 
implementation of the safeguards provided for in 
Article III.1. The Conference expresses the hope that 
all States having peaceful nuclear activities will 
establish and maintain effective accounting and 
control systems and welcomes the readiness of the 
IAEA to assist States in so doing. The Conference 
expresses its strong support for effective IAEA 
safeguards. In this context it recommends that 
intensified efforts be made towards the 
standardization and the universality of application of 
IAEA safeguards, while ensuring that safeguards 
agreements with non-nuclear-weapon States not Party 
to the Treaty are of adequate duration, preclude 
diversion to any nuclear explosive devices and 
contain appropriate provisions for the continuance of 
the application of safeguards upon re-exports. The 
Conference recommends that more attention and 
fuller support be given to the improvement of 
safeguards techniques, instrumentation, data-handling 
and implementation in order, among other things to 
ensure optimum cost-effectiveness. It notes with 

satisfaction the establishment by the Director General 
of the IAEA of a standing advisory group on 
safeguards implementation. The Conference 
emphasises the necessity for the States Party to the 
Treaty that have not yet done so to conclude as soon 
as possible safeguards agreements with the IAEA. 
With regard to the implementation of Article III.2 of 
the Treaty, the Conference notes that a number of 
States suppliers of nuclear material or equipment 
have adopted certain minimum, standard 
requirements for IAEA safeguards in connexion with 
their exports of certain such items to non-nuclear-
weapon States not Party to the Treaty (IAEA 
document INFCIRC/209 and Addenda). The 
Conference attaches particular importance to the 
condition, established by those States, of an 
undertaking of non-diversion to nuclear weapons or 
other nuclear explosive devices, as included in the 
said requirements. 
 
The Conference urges that: 
(a) in all achievable ways, common export 
requirements relating to safeguards be strengthened, 
in particular by extending the application of 
safeguards to all peaceful nuclear activities in 
important States not Party to the Treaty; 
(b) such common requirements be accorded the 
widest possible measure of acceptance among all 
suppliers and recipients; 
(c) all Parties to the Treaty should actively pursue 
their efforts to these ends. 
 
The Conference takes note of: 
(a) the considered view of many Parties to the Treaty 
that the safeguards required under Article III, 2 
should extend to all peaceful nuclear activities in 
importing States; 
(b) (i) the suggestion that it is desirable to arrange for 
common safeguards requirements in respect of 
nuclear material processed, used or produced by the 
use of scientific and technological information 
transferred in tangible form to non-nuclear weapon 
States not Party to the Treaty; 
(ii) the hope that this aspect of safeguards could be 
further examined. The Conference recommends that, 
during the review of the arrangements relating to the 
financing of safeguards in the IAEA which is to be 
undertaken by its Board of Governors at an 
appropriate time after 1975, the less favourable 
financial situation of the developing countries be 
fully taken into account. It recommends further that 
on that occasion, the Parties to the Treaty concerned 
seek measures that would restrict within appropriate 
limits the respective shares of developing countries in 
safeguards costs. The Conference attaches 
considerable importance, so far as safeguards 
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inspectors are concerned, to adherence by the IAEA 
to Article VII.D of its Statute, prescribing, among 
other things, that ‘due regards shall be paid ... to the 
importance of recruiting the staff on as wide a 
geographical basis as possible’; it also recommends 
that safeguards training be made available to 
personnel from all geographic regions. The 
Conference, convinced that nuclear materials should 
be effectively protected at all times, urges that action 
be pursued to elaborate further, within the IAEA, 
concrete recommendations for the physical protection 
of nuclear material in use, storage and transit, 
including principles relating to the responsibility of 
States, with a view to ensuring a uniform, minimum 
level of effective protection for such material. 
 
It calls upon all States engaging in peaceful nuclear 
activities  
(i) to enter into such international agreements and 
arrangements as may be necessary to ensure such 
protection; and  
(ii) in the framework of their respective 
physical protection systems, to give the earliest 
possible effective application to the IAEA’s 
recommendations. 
 
Review of Article IV 
 
The Conference reaffirms, in the framework of 
Article IV, 1 that nothing in the Treaty shall be 
interpreted as affecting, and notes with satisfaction 
that nothing in the Treaty has been identified as 
affecting, the inalienable right of all the Parties to the 
Treaty to develop research, production and use of 
nuclear energy for peaceful purposes without 
discrimination and in conformity with Articles I and 
II of the Treaty. The Conference reaffirms, in the 
framework of Article IV.2, the undertaking by all 
Parties to the Treaty to facilitate the fullest possible 
exchange of equipment, materials and scientific and 
technological information for the peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy, and the right of all Parties to the 
Treaty to participate in such exchange and welcomes 
the efforts made towards that end. Noting that the 
Treaty constitutes a favourable framework for 
broadening international cooperation in the peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy, the Conference is convinced 
that on this basis, and in conformity with the Treaty, 
further efforts should be made to ensure that the 
benefits of peaceful applications of nuclear 
technology should be available to all Parties to the 
Treaty. The Conference recognizes that there 
continues to be a need for the fullest possible 
exchange of nuclear materials, equipment and 
technology, including up-to-date developments, 
consistent with the objectives and safeguards 

requirements of the Treaty. The Conference reaffirms 
the undertaking of the Parties to the Treaty in a 
position to do so to cooperate in contributing, alone 
or together with other States or international 
organizations, to the further development of the 
applications of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, 
especially in the territories of non-nuclear-weapon 
States Party to the Treaty, with due consideration for 
the needs of the developing areas of the world. 
Recognizing, in the context of Article IV.2, those 
growing needs of developing States the Conference 
considers it necessary to continue and increase 
assistance to them in this field bilaterally and through 
such multilateral channels as the IAEA and the 
United Nations Development Programme. The 
Conference is of the view that, in order to implement 
as fully as possible Article IV of the Treaty, 
developed States Party to the Treaty should consider 
taking measures, making contributions and 
establishing programmes, as soon as possible, for the 
provision of special assistance in the peaceful uses of 
nuclear energy for developing States Party to the 
Treaty. The Conference recommends that, in 
reaching decisions on the provision of equipment, 
materials, services and scientific and technological 
information for the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, 
on concessional and other appropriate financial 
arrangements and on the furnishing of technical 
assistance in the nuclear field, including cooperation 
related to the continuous operation of peaceful 
nuclear facilities, States Party to the Treaty should 
give weight to adherence to the Treaty by recipient 
States. The Conference recommends, in this 
connexion that any special measures of cooperation 
to meet the growing needs of developing States Party 
to the Treaty might include increased and 
supplemental voluntary aid provided bilaterally or 
through multilateral channels such as the IAEA’s 
facilities for administering funds-in-trust and gifts-in-
kind. The Conference further recommends that States 
Party to the Treaty in a position to do so, meet, to the 
fullest extent possible, ‘technically sound’ requests 
for technical assistance, submitted to the IAEA by 
developing States Party to the Treaty, which the 
IAEA is unable to finance from its own resources, as 
well as such ‘technically sound’ requests as may be 
made by developing States Party to the Treaty which 
are not Members of the IAEA. The Conference 
recognizes that regional or multinational nuclear fuel 
cycle centres may be an advantageous way to satisfy, 
safely and economically, the needs of many States in 
the course of initiating or expanding nuclear power 
programmes, while at the same time facilitating 
physical protection and the application of IAEA 
safeguards, and contributing to the goals of the 
Treaty. The Conference welcomes the IAEA’s 
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studies in this area, and recommends that they be 
continued as expeditiously as possible. It considers 
that such studies should include, among other aspects, 
identification of the complex practical and 
organizational difficulties which will need to be dealt 
with in connexion with such projects. The 
Conference urges all Parties to the Treaty in a 
position to do so to cooperate in these studies, 
particularly by providing to the IAEA where possible 
economic data concerning construction and operation 
of facilities such as chemical reprocessing plants, 
plutonium fuel fabrication plants, waste management 
installations and longer-term spent fuel storage, and 
by assistance to the IAEA to enable it to undertake 
feasibility studies concerning the establishment of 
regional nuclear fuel cycle centres in specific 
geographic regions. The Conference hopes that, if 
these studies lead to positive findings, and if the 
establishment of regional or multinational nuclear 
fuel cycle centres is undertaken, Parties to the Treaty 
in a position to do so, will cooperate in, and provide 
assistance for, the elaboration and realization of such 
projects. 
 
Review of Article V 
 
The Conference reaffirms the obligation of Parties to 
the Treaty to take appropriate measures to ensure that 
potential benefits from any peaceful applications of 
nuclear explosions are made available to non-
nuclear-weapon States Party to the Treaty in full 
accordance with the provisions of Article V and other 
applicable international obligations. In this connexion, 
the Conference also reaffirms that such services 
should be provided to non-nuclear-weapon States 
Party to the Treaty on a non-discriminatory basis and 
that the charge to such Parties for the explosive 
devices used should be as low as possible and 
exclude any charge for research and development. 
The Conference notes that any potential benefits 
could be made available to non-nuclear-weapon 
States not Party to the Treaty by way of nuclear 
explosion services provided by nuclear-weapon 
States, as defined by the Treaty, and conducted under 
the appropriate international observation and 
international procedures called for in Article V and in 
accordance with other applicable international 
obligations. The Conference considers it imperative 
that access to potential benefits of nuclear explosions 
for peaceful purposes not lead to any proliferation of 
nuclear explosive capability. The Conference 
considers the IAEA to be the appropriate 
international body, referred to in Article V of the 
Treaty, through which potential benefits from 
peaceful applications of nuclear explosions could be 
made available to any non-nuclear-weapon State. 

Accordingly, the Conference urges the IAEA to 
expedite work on identifying and examining the 
important legal issues involved in, and to commence 
consideration of, the structure and content of the 
special international agreement or agreements 
contemplated in Article V of the Treaty, taking into 
account the views of the Conference of the 
Committee on Disarmament (CCD) and the United 
Nations General Assembly and enabling States Party 
to the Treaty but not Members of the IAEA which 
would wish to do so to participate in such work. The 
Conference notes that the technology of nuclear 
explosions for peaceful purposes is still at the stage 
of development and study and that there are a number 
of interrelated international legal and other aspects of 
such explosions which still need to be investigated. 
The Conference commends the work in this field that 
has been carried out within the IAEA and looks 
forward to the continuance of such work pursuant to 
United Nations General Assembly resolution 3261 D 
(XXIX). It emphasizes that the IAEA should play the 
central role in matters relating to the provision of 
services for the application of nuclear explosions for 
peaceful purposes. It believes that the IAEA should 
broaden its consideration of this subject to encompass, 
within its area of competence, all aspects and 
implications of the practical applications of nuclear 
explosions for peaceful purposes. To this end it urges 
the IAEA to set up appropriate machinery within 
which intergovernmental discussion can take place 
and through which advice can be given on the 
Agency’s work in this field. The Conference attaches 
considerable importance to the consideration by the 
CCD, pursuant to United Nations General Assembly 
resolution 3261 D (XXIX) and taking due account of 
the views of the IAEA, of the arms control 
implications of nuclear explosions for peaceful 
purposes. The Conference notes that the thirtieth 
session of the United Nations General Assembly will 
receive reports pursuant to United Nations General 
Assembly resolution 3261 D (XXIX) and will 
provide an opportunity for States to discuss questions 
related to the application of nuclear explosions for 
peaceful purposes. The Conference further notes that 
the results of discussion in the United Nations 
General Assembly at its thirtieth session will be 
available to be taken into account by the IAEA and 
the CCD for their further consideration. 
 
Review of Article VI 
 
The Conference recalls the provisions of Article VI 
of the Treaty under which all Parties undertook to 
pursue negotiations in good faith on effective 
measures relating: 
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• To the cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early 
date and 
• To nuclear disarmament and 
• To a treaty on general and complete disarmament 
under strict and effective international control.  
 
While welcoming the various agreements on arms 
limitation and disarmament elaborated and concluded 
over the last few years as steps contributing to the 
implementation of Article VI of the Treaty, the 
Conference expresses its serious concern that the 
arms race, in particular the nuclear arms race, is 
continuing unabated. The Conference therefore urges 
constant and resolute efforts by each of the Parties to 
the Treaty, in particular by the nuclear-weapon States, 
to achieve an early and effective implementation of 
Article VI of the Treaty. The Conference affirms the 
determination expressed in the preamble to the 1963 
Partial Test Ban Treaty and reiterated in the preamble 
to the Non-Proliferation Treaty to achieve the 
discontinuance of all test explosions of nuclear 
weapons for all time. The Conference expresses the 
view that the conclusion of a treaty banning all 
nuclear weapons tests is one of the most important 
measures to halt the nuclear arms race. It expresses 
the hope that the nuclear-weapon States Party to the 
Treaty will take the lead in reaching an early solution 
to the technical and political difficulties on this issue. 
It appeals to these States to make every effort to 
reach agreement on the conclusion of an effective 
comprehensive test ban. To this end, the desire was 
expressed by a considerable number of delegations at 
the Conference that the nuclear-weapon States Party 
to the Treaty should as soon as possible enter into an 
agreement, open to all States and containing 
appropriate provisions to ensure its effectiveness, to 
halt all nuclear weapons tests of adhering States for a 
specified time, whereupon the terms of such an 
agreement would be reviewed in the light of the 
opportunity, at that time, to achieve a universal and 
permanent cessation of all nuclear weapon tests. The 
Conference calls upon the nuclear-weapon States 
signatories of the Treaty on the Limitation of 
Underground Nuclear Weapons Tests, meanwhile, to 
limit the number of their underground nuclear 
weapons tests to a minimum. The Conference 
believes that such steps would constitute an incentive 
of particular value to negotiations for the conclusion 
of a treaty banning all nuclear weapons test 
explosions for all time. The Conference appeals to 
the nuclear-weapon States parties to the negotiations 
on the limitation of strategic arms to endeavour to 
conclude at the earliest possible date the new 
agreement that was outlined by their leaders in 
November 1974. The Conference looks forward to 
the commencement of follow-on negotiations on 

further limitations of, and significant reductions in, 
their nuclear weapons systems as soon as possible 
following the conclusion of such an agreement. The 
Conference notes that, notwithstanding earlier 
progress, the CCD has recently been unable to reach 
agreement on new substantive measures to advance 
the objectives of Article VI of the Treaty. It urges, 
therefore, all members of the CCD Party to the 
Treaty, in particular the nuclear-weapon States Party, 
to increase their efforts to achieve effective 
disarmament agreements on all subjects on the 
agenda of the CCD. The Conference expresses the 
hope that all States Party to the Treaty, through the 
United Nations and the CCD and other negotiations 
in which they participate, will work with 
determination towards the conclusion of arms 
limitation and disarmament agreements which will 
contribute to the goal of general and complete 
disarmament under strict and effective international 
control. The Conference expresses the view that, 
disarmament being a matter of general concern, the 
provision of information to all governments and 
peoples on the situation in the field of the arms race 
and disarmament is of great importance for the 
attainment of the aims of Article VI. The Conference 
therefore invites the United Nations to consider ways 
and means of improving its existing facilities for the 
collection, compilation and dissemination of 
information on disarmament issues, in order to keep 
all governments as well as world public opinion 
properly informed on progress achieved in the 
realization of the provisions of Article VI of the 
Treaty. 
 
Review of Article VII and the Security of 
Non-Nuclear Weapon States 
 
Recognizing that all States have need to ensure their 
independence, territorial integrity and sovereignty, 
the Conference emphasizes the particular importance 
of assuring and strengthening the security of non-
nuclear-weapon States Parties which have renounced 
the acquisition of nuclear weapons. It acknowledges 
that States Parties find themselves in different 
security situations and therefore that various 
appropriate means are necessary to meet the security 
concerns of States Parties. The Conference underlines 
the importance of adherence to the Treaty by non-
nuclear-weapon States as the best means of 
reassuring one another of their renunciation of 
nuclear weapons and as one of the effective means of 
strengthening their mutual security. The Conference 
takes note of the continued determination of the 
Depositary States to honour their statements, which 
were welcomed by the United Nations Security 
Council in resolution 255(1968), that, to ensure the 

Inventory of International Nonproliferation Organizations and Regimes 2009 
© Center for Nonproliferation Studies 



FINAL DECLARATION 1975 NPT REVIEW CONFERENCE 

security of the non-nuclear-weapon States Party to 
the Treaty, they will provide or support immediate 
assistance, in accordance with the Charter, to any 
non-nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty which 
is a victim of an act or an object of a threat of 
aggression in which nuclear weapons are used. The 
Conference, bearing in mind Article VII of the Treaty, 
considers that the establishment of internationally 
recognized nuclear-weapon-free zones on the 
initiative and with the agreement of the directly 
concerned States of the zone, represents an effective 
means of curbing the spread of nuclear weapons, and 
could contribute significantly to the security of those 
States. It welcomes the steps which have been taken 
toward the establishment of such zones. The 
Conference recognizes that for the maximum 
effectiveness of any Treaty arrangements for 
establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone the 
cooperation of the nuclear weapon States is necessary. 
At the Conference it was urged by a considerable 
number of delegations that nuclear-weapon States 
should provide, in an appropriate manner, binding 
security assurances to those States which become 
fully bound by the provisions of such regional 
arrangements. At the Conference it was also urged 
that determined efforts must be made especially by 
the nuclear-weapon States Party to the Treaty, to 
ensure the security of all non-nuclear-weapon States 
Parties. To this end the Conference urges all States, 
both nuclear-weapon States and non-nuclear-weapon 
States to refrain, in accordance with the Charter of 
the United Nations, from the threat or the use of force 
in relations between States, involving either nuclear 
or non-nuclear weapons. Additionally, it stresses the 
responsibility of all Parties to the Treaty and 
especially the nuclear-weapon States, to take 
effective steps to strengthen the security of non-
nuclear-weapon States and to promote in all 
appropriate fora the consideration of all practical 
means to this end, taking into account the views 
expressed at this Conference. 
 
Review of Article VIII 
 
The Conference invites States Party to the Treaty 
which are Members of the United Nations to request 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations to 
include the following items in the provisional agenda 
of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly: 
‘Implementation of the conclusions of the first 
Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons’. The States 
Party to the Treaty participating in the Conference 
propose to the Depositary Governments that a second 
Conference to review the operation of the Treaty by 
convened in 1980. The Conference accordingly 

invites States Party to the Treaty which are Members 
of the United Nations to request the Secretary 
General of the United Nations to include the 
following item in the provisional agenda of the thirty-
third session of the General Assembly: 
‘Implementation of the conclusions of the first 
Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and 
establishment of a preparatory committee for the 
second Conference.’ 
 
Review of Article IX 
 
The five years that have passed since the entry into 
force of the Treaty have demonstrated its wide 
international acceptance. The Conference welcomes 
the recent progress towards achieving wider 
adherence. At the same time, the Conference notes 
with concern that the Treaty has not as yet achieved 
universal adherence. Therefore, the Conference 
expresses the hope that States that have not already 
joined the Treaty should do so at the earliest possible 
date. 

 
 

Inventory of International Nonproliferation Organizations and Regimes 2009 
© Center for Nonproliferation Studies 


