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The First Committee of the United Nations General
Assembly debates disarmament, nonproliferation,
arms control, and international security issues, rec-
ommending resolutions and decisions for adoption by
the plenary session of the UNGA.

Several of the resolutions recur in the First Commit-
tee year after year with minimal or no change in the
text. Below is a summary of developments in the
First Committee since 1997, highlighting the new
resolutions in each issue area and those that continue
to be of major significance. Voting results represent
the final vote in the General Assembly. Statements by
member states in the First Committee can be found at
Reaching Critical Will.

Recent Developments:

2014: On 7 October 2014, the 69™ session of the
United Nations General Assembly First Committee
opened under the leadership of Courtenay Rattray,
Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the United
Nations. General Debate was held from 7- 15 Octo-
ber. On 16 October, the Committee turned to themat-
ic debate on disarmament machinery, conventional
arms control, global and regional disarmament,
weapons of mass destruction, as well as nuclear
threats and security. The Committee finished the
thematic debate on 28 October with a focus on cyber
warfare.

During the two panel discussions on 16 October,
high-ranking representatives of various organizations
discussed their organizations’ roles and progress.
High Representative for Disarmament Affairs Angela
Kane observed that the lack of progress in disarma-
ment was due to “the lack of harmony between do-
mestic policies and international responsibilities.” The
Representative of the Director General of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to the United
Nations Geoffrey Shaw made a statement emphasiz-
ing the increasingly complex verification challenges

and safeguards implementation. On 21 October, Rus-
sia gave a statement highlighting the consensus 2010
NPT Action Plan.

Ending on 4 November, the Committee approved 63
drafts on a broad range of issues, including 57 resolu-
tions and 6 decisions, which was the largest number
during the past 10 years.

2013: On 26 September, the High-Level Meeting
took place in the United Nations Headquarters in
New York. A large number of delegations attended,
including the P5 members. Many countries expressed
their frustration in the lack of progress. H.E. Dr. Has-
san Rouhani, President of Iran, gave a statement on
behalf of the NAM to the High Level Meeting, stress-
ing that nonproliferation and disarmament are mutu-
ally reinforcing and that the possession of nuclear
weapons is intolerable.He proposed a roadmap from
the NAM, urging the early commencement of negoti-
ations in the Conference on Disarmament on the pro-
hibition of nuclear weapons; the designation of the 26
of September every year as an international day to
renew the resolve to completely eliminate nuclear
weapons; and the convention of a High-level Interna-
tional Conference on Nuclear Disarmament in five
years.

A number of states stressed the catastrophic humani-
tarian and environmental consequences of nuclear
weapons during the High-Level Meeting. Three
members of the P5, namely France, United Kingdom
and the United States, expressed regret that some
states highlighted the humanitarian consequences of
nuclear weapons, and emphasized the importance of
the step-by-step process.

On 7 October 2013, the 68" Session of the United
Nations General Assembly First Committee opened
under the chairmanship of Ambassador Ibrahim O.A.
Dabbashi of Libya. General Debate was held from 7-
16 October. Thematic debate started on 17 October
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with nuclear weapons, other weapons of mass de-
struction, and outer space, followed by conventional
weapons, other disarmament measures and interna-
tional security, regional disarmament and security,
concluding with presentations from civil society.

High Representative for Disarmament Affairs Angela
Kane made a statement to the Committee highlight-
ing the new initiatives and achievements in the past
year as well as the work of the Office of Disarma-
ment Affairs. She also underscored the Security
Council’s adoption in September of its first-ever
resolution devoted to the question of small arms and
light weapons. Furthermore, she cited the conclusion
of the work of three groups of governmental experts
on cyber security, outer space and the arms register.
On 21 October, New Zealand gave a joint statement
on humanitarian consequences in conjunction with
125 countries. The statement outlined the past work
in Oslo and took note of the next round of confer-
ences to be hosted by Mexico in 13-14 February
2014. On the same day, Australia also presented a
joint statement on the humanitarian consequences of
nuclear weapons use. Like the New Zealand state-
ment, the Australian statement encouraged all states
to participate actively in all relevant fora to reinforce
the goals of disarmament and nonproliferation.

It was noted that while Russia and the United States
cooperated to establish an agreement for the destruc-
tion of Syria’s chemical weapons, neither country has
met the deadline for the destruction for its own chem-
ical arsenal.

In total, 53 resolutions were adopted. Thirty-one of
these resolutions were adopted without a vote. Of the
Resolutions that required a vote, 21 required a rec-
orded vote.

2012: On 4 September, the General Assembly’s First
Committee elected, by acclamation, Desra Percaya
(Indonesia) as Chair of the 67" session. The Commit-
tee also elected Dovydas Spokauskas (Lithuania) and
Alexis Aguino (Peru) as Vice-Chairs, and Knut
Langeland (Norway) as its Rapporteur.

On 8 October, the 67" session of the UNGA First
Committee commenced with a message from Angela
Kane, the High Representative for disarmament af-
fairs. In her statement, she urged the First Committee
not to become another arena for competitive ad-
vancement of one state’s interests over another. In
addition, she also expressed concern over the slow
rate of progress in nuclear disarmament, the persis-
tence of proliferation in three regions, and the delay
in the conclusion of an Arms Trade Treaty. On a pos-
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itive note, High Representative Kane reminded dele-
gations that 2012 marked the tenth anniversary of the
Secretary-General’s first report on Disarmament and
Non-Proliferation Education.

General debate commenced 8 October followed by
thematic debate on nuclear weapons, other WMD,
outer space, conventional weapons, regional dis-
armament and security, other disarmament measures
and international security, and disarmament machin-
ery.

The New Agenda Coalition, Non-Aligned Move-
ment, and CELAC all expressed concern at the lack
of progress in the disarmament machinery, while
countries such as Russia argued that the stagnation
was caused by political factors.

China announced that it hosted the first experts’
meeting on a Glossary of Definitions for Key Nuclear
Terms that took place in Beijing in September 2012..

The Norwegian representative gave a statement re-
garding the convening of a conference in Oslo in
March 2013 on the humanitarian consequences of
nuclear weapons. The conference will be devoted to
discussions of the immediate humanitarian effects,
longer-term impact and consequences and the state of
preparedness to provide humanitarian response in the
case of a nuclear detonation. On 22 October, Ambas-
sador Laggner of Switzerland made a joint statement
on behalf of 34 countries on the humanitarian dimen-
sion of nuclear disarmament calling for the abolition
of nuclear weapons. He also emphasized the horrific
consequences of these weapons while stressing the
role of civil society in raising awareness.

On 5 November, persistent divisions in the First
Committee locked the voting machine in a familiar
pattern as 26 texts, 16 recorded by vote, were for-
warded to the General Assembly. The resolutions
addressed nuclear proliferation’s risk in the Middle
East, decreasing operational readiness on nuclear
weapons, fissile material ban and negative security
assurances.

On 6 November, diplomatic frustration over the
deadlock in the Conference on Disarmament sparked
urgent calls for fresh approaches and tangible results
in the First Committee drafts. Sixteen draft texts were
forwarded to the General Assembly addressing nu-
clear-weapon-free zones in the southern hemisphere,
developments in information security, and confidence
building in the conventional weapons field.

On 7 November, the First Committee concluded its
67" session, sending 59 draft texts to the General
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Assembly. The Committee approved 53 resolutions
and six decisions, of those, 29 required a recorded
vote, while another 30, were approved without a vote.
The Committee Chair stated that this session was
marked by both positive and negative developments.

2011: On 16 September, the 66" session of the UN-
GA First Committee filled vacant positions on its
Bureau. It elected the following Vice-Chairs by ac-
clamation: Amb Aljowaily (Egypt) from the Group
of African States; Mohammad Almutairi (Kuwait)
from the Group of Asian States; and Ayesha Borland
(Bolivia) from the Group of Latin American and Car-
ibbean States. Archil Gheghechkori (Georgia), from
the Group of Western European and Other States,
was elected as Rapporteur. Jarmo Viinanen, Perma-
nent Representative of Finland to the United Nations,
will serve as Chair of the First Committee.

From 3 October to 1 November, the 66" Session of
the UNGA First Committee was held. The stalemate
in the Committee continued. After a month of discus-
sions, no resolutions were adopted. Austria, Mexico,
and Norway tabled a draft resolution on revitalizing
multilateral disarmament negotiations, but withdrew
it near the end of the Session.

The following is a summary of the resolutions related
to disarmament tabled during the session:

e AJC.1/66/L.21/Rev.1: Taking forward multi-
lateral disarmament negotiations.

e AJ/C.1/66/L.39 - Adopted by consensus. Re-
vitalizing the work of the Conference on
Disarmament and taking forward multilat-
eral disarmament negotiations.

o A/C.1/66/L.40- Adopted with a vote of 151-
2-23- Treaty banning the production of fis-
sile material for nuclear weapons or other
nuclear explosive devices

On 27 October, the UNGA approved 22 draft texts.
The texts approved included consolidating the Afri-
can nuclear-weapon-free zone, banning the develop-
ment of new types of weapons of mass destruction,
and enhancing transparency in armaments. A draft
resolution submitted by Myanmar called upon the
General Assembly to urge nuclear-weapon States to
immediately stop the qualitative improvement, de-
velopment, production and stockpiling of nuclear
warheads and their delivery systems, and to immedi-
ately de-alert and deactivate those weapons. An
American resolution called upon States parties that
are not in compliance with their obligations to make
the decision to come back into compliance.
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On 31 October, the First Committee reiterated its
concern about the status of the disarmament machin-
ery. Due to the lack of progress, several states sub-
mitted a draft resolution aimed to adopt and imple-
ment a program of work to help the Conference on
Disarmament to resume substantive work on its
agenda by early 2012. Near the end of the session, it
became clear that the draft resolution would not pass
without amendments and it was removed.

2010: The 65th session of the UNGA First Commit-
tee was held from 30 September - 29 October. Am-
bassador Milo§ Koterec (Slovakia) served as Chair-
person, while Hossam Eldeen Aly (Egypt), Enrique
Ochoa (Mexico), and Herman Schaper (Netherlands)
served as Vice-Chairpersons. Mr. Carlos Sorreta
(Philippines) served as the Rapporteur. The Commit-
tee adopted 55 draft resolutions and 3 decisions. Of
them, 20 resolutions were adopted by a vote, while
the remaining resolutions and decisions were ap-
proved by consensus.

One of the central issues of the general debate of the
First Committee was the status of the Conference on
Disarmament (CD). There was a general agreement
that the stalemate in the CD should end, but states
disagreed over whether negotiations should take
place in an alternate venue if the Conference remains
deadlocked. Another recurring issue was proliferation
of small arms and light weapons (SALW). Some
states, the African Group in particular, called for an
increased focus on the needs of developing countries
for technological and financial empowerment to ena-
ble them to adequately address the problem of illicit
SALW. During the general debate, most states spoke
positively about the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-
Ban Treaty (CTBT), including those that had not yet
ratified the agreement. The majority of states present
commented on recent events centering on nonprolif-
eration and disarmament, including the 2010 NPT
Review Conference (RevCon), the U.S. hosted Nu-
clear Security Summit, the Fourth Biennial Meeting
of States on Small Arms and Light Weapons, and the
conclusion of negotiations on the New Treaty Be-
tween the United States of America and the Russian
Federation on Measures for the Further Reduction
and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms (New
START).

During the First Committee debates, the consensus
rule in the CD proved to be a contentious subject. No
resolutions addressing this issue received consensus
support. Delegations from multiple nations, including
Pakistan, Cuba, and Brazil, reaffirmed their commit-
ment to the rule of consensus at the CD, dismissing
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any proposals to move negotiations outside of the
CD.

Among the most controversial resolutions was L.32,
“Illicit trade in small arms and light weapons in all its
aspects.” This resolution was criticized by the Mexi-
can delegation and the representatives of 15 States in
the Caribbean region, who believed that their sugges-
tions had not been sufficiently incorporated into L.32.
The Mexican delegation introduced L.61, which
amended L.32 by adjusting the wording of two para-
graphs to contain language previously adopted at the
Fourth Biennial Meeting of States on the UN Pro-
gramme of Action and to recommend that “the 2012
review conference assess and, as necessary, strength-
en the follow-up mechanism of the Programme of
Action.” However, Mexico was unable to gain the
required support for their resolution and during the
vote on L.61 in the First Committee, only 19 States
voted in favor of the amendment while 70 voted
against it.

Once again, the five nuclear-weapon States co-
sponsored a resolution on the Comprehensive Nucle-
ar-Test-Ban Treaty. The resolution was adopted with
161 votes in favor, one against (DPRK) and three
abstentions (India, Mauritius, Syria).

A resolution on renewed determination towards the
total elimination of nuclear weapons, traditionally
tabled by Japan and co-sponsored by a large group of
states, this year was renamed to “United action to-
wards the total elimination of nuclear weapons.”
Separate votes had to be taken on three paragraphs of
the resolution: on NPT universality, entry into force
of the CTBT, and the commencement of negotiations
on a Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty along with de-
claring and maintaining moratoriums on fissile mate-
rial production.

Outer space security issues received a lot of attention
during the First Committee. The U.S. delegation con-
tinued to abstain on resolutions regarding outer
space.

The following is a summary of the major resolutions
in each issue area:

Nuclear Weapons

e  Sixteen resolutions were adopted in the nu-
clear weapons category. The four consensus
resolutions included: Establishment of a nu-
clear weapon free zone in the Middle East
(L.1), Bilateral reductions of strategic nucle-
ar arms and the new framework for strategic
relations (L.28/Rev1), Preventing the acqui-

UNITED NATIONS FIRST COMMITTEE

sition by terrorists of radioactive sources
(L.46), and African nuclear-weapon-free
zone treaty (L.54).

e The remaining resolutions, adopted by a
recorded vote, included: The risk of nuclear
proliferation in the Middle East (L.3), Con-
clusion of the effective international ar-
rangements to assure non-nuclear weapons
States against the use or threat of nuclear
weapons (A/C.1/65/L.5), Treaty on a nucle-
ar-weapon-free zone in Central Asia (L.10),
Promotion of multilateralism in the area of
disarmament and non-proliferation
(A/C.1/65/L.15), Nuclear disarmament
(A/C.1/65/L.22), Nuclear-weapon-free
southern hemisphere and adjacent areas
(A/C.1/65/L.24), Towards a nuclear-
weapon-free world: accelerating the imple-
mentation of nuclear disarmament commit-
ments (A/C.1/65/L.25), Treaty banning the
production of fissile material for nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices
(A/C.1/65/L.33), Decreasing the operational
readiness of nuclear weapons systems
(A/C.1/65/L.42), United action towards the
total elimination of nuclear weapons
(A/C.1/65/L.43), Comprehensive nuclear-
test-ban treaty (A/C.1/65/L.48), Follow-up
to the advisory opinion of the International
Court of Justice on the Legality of the
Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons
(A/C.1/65/L.50),

e Two draft resolutions containing amend-
ments to other tabled resolutions on nuclear
weapons were withdrawn. Both of these res-
olutions had been sponsored by the Iranian
delegation and addressed arms reduction
agreements between the United States and
the Russian Federation as well as the NPT
Review Conference. The Iranian delegation
withdrew these resolutions after it became
clear they would not be able to gain the
needed support. The two resolutions were:
Amendment to draft resolution
AJC.1/65/L.28/Rev.1, Bilateral reductions of
strategic nuclear arms and the new frame-
work for strategic relations (A/C.1/65/L.59)
and Amendment to draft resolution
AJC.1/65/L.28/Rev.1, Bilateral reductions of
strategic nuclear arms and the new frame-
work for strategic relations (A/C.1/65/L..60).

Other weapons of mass destruction
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Three of the four resolutions grouped under
“Other weapons of mass destruction” were
adopted without a vote. These addressed:
Convention on the prohibition of the devel-
opment, production and stockpiling of bacte-
riological (biological) and toxin weapons
and on their destruction (A/C.1/65/L.20),
Implementation of the convention on the
prohibition of the development, production,
stockpiling and use of chemical weapons
and on their destruction (A/C.1/65/L.23),
and Measures to prevent terrorists from ac-
quiring weapons of mass destruction
(A/C.1/65/L.29),

The remaining draft resolution, “Measures
to uphold the authority of the 1925 Geneva
Protocol” (A/C.1/65/L..12), was adopted by a
recorded vote.

Outer space (disarmament aspects)

Both draft resolutions addressing this topic
required a recorded vote to be adopted. The
first, Transparency and confidence-building
measures in  outer space  activities
(A/C.1/65/L.38), was adopted by a vote of
167-0-1, with the United States casting the
only abstention vote. As in past years, the
second resolution, Prevention of an arms
race in outer space (A/C.1/65/L.2), was
adopted with all States voting in favor and
the United States and Israel abstaining.

Conventional weapons

Five of the nine resolutions in the conven-
tional weapons category were adopted by
consensus: Assistance to States for curbing
the illicit traffic in small arms and light
weapons and collecting them
(A/C.1/65/L.11), Information on confidence-
building measures in the field of conven-
tional arms (A/C.1/65/L.31), Consolidation
of peace through practical disarmament
measures (A/C.1/65/L.36), Women, dis-
armament, arms control and non-
proliferation (A/C.1/65/L.39), and Conven-
tion on prohibitions or restrictions on the use
of certain conventional weapons which may
be deemed to be excessively injurious or to
have indiscriminate effects (A/C.1/65/L.44).

The remaining resolutions were adopted by
a recorded vote. These included: Conven-
tional arms control at the regional and sub-
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regional levels (A/C.1/65/L.6), Implementa-
tion of the convention on the prohibition of
the use, stockpiling, production and transfer
of anti-personnel mines and on their destruc-
tion (A/C.1/65/L.8), Effects of the use of
armaments and ammunitions containing de-
pleted uranium (A/C.1/65/L.19), and The il-
licit trade in small arms and light weapons in
all its aspects (A/C.1/65/L.32).

The only draft that was not adopted by the
First Committee was the amendment to draft
resolution A/C.1/65/L..32, The illicit trade in
small arms and light weapons in all its as-
pects.

Missile Proliferation

Two resolutions addressed missile prolifera-
tion. The  fist, titled  “Missiles”
(A/C.1/65/L.18), was adopted without a
vote. The second, on the Hague code of
conduct against ballistic missile proliferation
(A/C.1/65/L.45), was adopted by a vote.

Regional disarmament and security

Under the regional disarmament and securi-
ty grouping the Committee adopted nine of
twelve draft resolutions by consensus. These
resolutions were: Establishment of a nuclear
weapon free zone in the Middle East
(A/C.1/65/L.1), Confidence-building
measures in the regional and subregional
context (A/C.1/65/L.7), United Nations re-
gional centres for peace and disarmament
(A/C.1/65/L.16), Maintenance of interna-
tional security — good-neighbourliness, sta-
bility and development in South-Eastern Eu-
rope (A/C.1/65/L.17), Strengthening of se-
curity and cooperation in the Mediterranean
region (A/C.1/65/L.30), Mongolia’s interna-
tional security and nuclear-weapon-free sta-
tus (A/C.1/65/L.41) Consolidation of the re-
gime established by the treaty for the prohi-
bition of nuclear weapons in Latin America
and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)
(A/C.1/65/L.51), United Nations regional
centre for peace and disarmament in Asia
and the Pacific (A/C.1/65/L.56), and Re-
gional confidence-building measures: activi-
ties of the United Nations standing advisory
committee on security questions in Central
Africa (A/C.1/65/L.58).
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e The other three draft resolutions that were
adopted after a recorded vote included: The
risk of nuclear proliferation in the Middle
East (A/C.1/65/L.3), Conventional arms
control at the regional and subregional levels
(A/C.1/65/L.6), Nuclear-weapon-free south-
ern  hemisphere and adjacent areas
(A/C.1/65/L.24),

Other disarmament measures and international
security

e The Assembly adopted four resolutions on
other disarmament measures and interna-
tional security without a vote, including:
Developments in the field of information
and telecommunications in the context of in-
ternational security (A/C.1/65/L.37), Fol-
low-up to the high-level meeting held on 24
September 2010: revitalizing the work of the
Conference on Disarmament and taking
forward multilateral disarmament negotia-
tions (A/C.1/65/L.34), Relationship between
disarmament and development
(A/C.1/65/L.13), and Observance of envi-
ronmental norms in the drafting and imple-
mentation of agreements on disarmament
and arms control (A/C.1/65/L.14).

e Recorded votes were also taken on one draft
resolution: Promotion of multilateralism in
the area of disarmament and non-
proliferation (A/C.1/65/L.15).

Disarmament machinery

e The First Committee adopted six resolutions
and one decision relating to disarmament
machinery, all without a vote. These in-
clude: United Nations regional centre for
peace and disarmament in Asia and the Pa-
cific (A/C.1/65/L.56), United Nations re-
gional centres for peace and disarmament
(A/C.1/65/L.16), United Nations regional
centre for peace, disarmament and develop-
ment in Latin America and the Caribbean
(A/C.1/65/L.21), Regional confidence-
building measures: activities of the United
Nations standing advisory committee on se-
curity  questions in  Central  Africa
(A/C.1/65/L.58), Report of the Conference
on Disarmament (A/C.1/65/L.57), and Re-
port of the disarmament commission
(A/C.1/65/L.9).
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2009: The 64th session of the UNGA First Commit-
tee was held from 5 October — 3 November and was
chaired by José Luis Cancela of Uruguay. On 2 De-
cember, the First Committee approved 50 resolutions
and four decisions. Of the 54 texts that were sent to
the UNGA, over half (33) were adopted by consen-
sus.

During the general debate of the First Committee, the
primary issues that emerged were the use of small
arms and light weapons and continued support for the
creation of an Arms Trade Treaty. In addition, the
promotion of the NPT’s credibility and universality
continued to be a prominent issue. According to the
Russian Federation, for the first time in decades the
concept of a non-nuclear-weapon world had near-
unanimous support from the leaders of all major in-
dustrialized countries. Numerous countries voiced
their support for the efforts of the United States and
Russia in their work toward a comprehensive, legally
binding agreement to replace the Strategic Arms Re-
duction Treaty (START), and reiterated the necessity
of nuclear weapon States to honor their disarmament
obligations. Many States also called upon lIsrael to
join the NPT and place its nuclear facilities under
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safe-
guards. For the first time in years, a positive climate
toward nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation had
emerged.

The issue regarding the use of conventional weapons,
their linkage to organized crime and terrorism, the
serious threat they pose to humanitarian issues, and
their undermining effect on long-term sustainable
development garnered much attention from Member
States. Many delegates stated that the uncontrolled
spread of small arms and light weapons was a signifi-
cant social and security threat. The delegates also
discussed the possibility of including small arms and
light weapons as an eighth category in the United
Nations Register of Conventional Arms.

The First Committee also addressed concerns over
the possible development of nuclear weapons by Iran
and recent events on the Korean peninsula and their
threat of undermining the NPT regime.

For the first year since 2005, the United States
switched its no vote to an abstention for resolution
(64/27) regarding binding security assurances. This
alteration in voting pattern by the United States al-
lowed the resolution to pass without any country hav-
ing voted no. The United States also joined Japan in
co-sponsoring resolution (64/47) on a renewed de-
termination towards the total elimination of nuclear
weapons. However, France changed its vote from a
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yes to an abstention. This leaves the DPRK and India
as the only remaining countries voting against the
resolution. Although the United States maintained its
no vote on resolution (64/57) “towards a nuclear-
weapon-free world: accelerating the implementation
of nuclear disarmament commitments,” the Russian
Federation changed its abstention vote from previous
years to a yes. Maintaining its voting stance from .
past years, New Zealand continued to vote yes on

(64/53), the NAM’s nuclear disarmament resolution.

The following is an updated summary of the major
resolutions in each issue area.

Nuclear Weapons

o Fifteen resolutions and one decision were
adopted in the nuclear weapons category,
four by consensus: African Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (64/24); estab-
lishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in
the region of the Middle East (64/26); pro-
hibition of the dumping of radioactive .
wastes (64/45); and preventing the acquisi-
tion by terrorists of radioactive materials and
sources (decision).

e The remaining resolutions, requiring record-
ed votes, addressed: a conclusion of effec-
tive international arrangements to assure non
nuclear-weapon States against the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons (64/27);
follow-up to nuclear disarmament obliga-
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which required a separate vote on operative
paragraph four; Convention on the Prohibi-
tion of the Use of Nuclear Weapons (64/59);
and the risk of nuclear proliferation in the
Middle East (64/66).

Other weapons of mass destruction

All three resolutions grouped under other
weapons of mass destruction were adopted
without a vote. These addressed: measures
to prevent terrorists from acquiring weapons
of mass destruction (64/38); implementation
of the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production, Stockpiling and
Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their De-
struction (64/46); and the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production
and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biologi-
cal) and Toxin Weapons and on Their De-
struction (64/70).

Outer space (disarmament aspects)

As in past years, a “no vote” resolution con-
cerning transparency and confidence-
building measures in outer space activities
(64/49) was adopted, while a recorded vote
was needed to adopt the resolution on the
prevention of an arms race in outer space
(64/28). However, unlike previous years, the
resolution passed unopposed by a vote of
176 in favor to none against, with the United
States and Israel abstaining.

tions agreed to at the 1995 and 2000 Review Conventional weapons

Conferences of the Parties to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(64/31); reducing nuclear danger (64/37);
treaty on the South-East Asia Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone (Bangkok Treaty)
(64/39); nuclear-weapon-free southern hem-
isphere and adjacent areas (64/44), which
required a recorded vote on operative para-
graph 7; renewed determination towards the
total elimination of nuclear weapons
(64/47); Second Conference of States Parties
and Signatories to Treaties that Establish
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zones and Mongolia
(64/52); nuclear disarmament (64/53); fol-
low-up to the advisory opinion of the Inter- .
national Court of Justice on the Legality of

the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons

(64/55); towards a nuclear-weapon-free

world: accelerating the implementation of

nuclear disarmament commitments (64/57),

Four of the seven resolutions in the conven-
tional weapons category were adopted by
consensus: assistance to States for curbing
the illicit traffic in small arms and light
weapons and collecting them (64/30); Con-
vention on Cluster Munitions (64/36); prob-
lems arising from the accumulation of con-
ventional ammunition stockpiles in surplus
(64/51); and the Convention on Prohibitions
or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Con-
ventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed
to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have In-
discriminate Effects (64/67).

The remaining resolutions were adopted af-
ter a recorded vote was taken. Resolution
64/48 established the Member States inten-
tion to convene a four-week United Nations
conference in 2012 to elaborate a legally
binding arms trade treaty. The text was
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adopted by a recorded vote of 151 in favor,
with only one against (Zimbabwe) and 20
abstentions. For the first year, the United
States changed from a no-vote to a yes-vote.
After voting on operative paragraphs 4 and
15, the resolution on the illicit trade in small
arms and light weapons in all its aspects
(64/50) was unanimously adopted. The im-
plementation of the Convention on the Pro-
hibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production
and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and
on Their Destruction (64/56) was adopted by
a vote of 158 in favor, 0 against and 18 ab-
stentions.

Regional disarmament and security

e Under the regional disarmament and securi-
ty grouping the Assembly adopted four of
six resolutions by consensus which covered:
Regional disarmament (64/41); Confidence-
building measures in the regional and sub-
regional context (64/43); Regional confi-
dence-building measures: activities of the
United Nations Standing Advisory Commit-
tee on Security Questions in Central Africa
(64/61); and strengthening of security and
cooperation in the Mediterranean region
(64/68).

e  The other two resolutions that were adopted
after a recorded vote included: implementa-
tion of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean
as a Zone of Peace (64/23); and convention-
al arms control at the regional and sub-
regional levels (64/42).

Other disarmament measures and international
security

e The Assembly adopted five resolutions and
three decisions on other disarmament
measures and international security without
a vote, including: verification (decision);
declaration on the Strengthening of Interna-
tional Security (decision); role of science
and technology in international security and
disarmament (decision); objective infor-
mation on military matters, including trans-
parency of military expenditures (64/22);
developments in the field of information and
telecommunications in the context of inter-
national security (64/25); relationship be-
tween disarmament and development
(64/32); observance of environmental norms
in the drafting and implementation of
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agreements on disarmament and arms con-
trol (64/33); and national legislation on
transfer of arms, military equipment and du-
al-use goods and technology (64/40).

e Recorded votes were also taken on two draft
resolutions related to other disarmament
measures and international security. They
included: promotion of multilateralism in
the area of disarmament and nonprolifera-
tion (64/34); and transparency in armaments
(64/54). The resolution on transparency in
armaments required six separate recorded
votes on operative paragraphs 3, 4, 5, 6(d), 6
as a whole and 8.

Disarmament machinery

e Also acting without a vote, the Assembly
adopted six resolutions and one decision re-
lating to disarmament machinery. These in-
clude: convening of the fourth special ses-
sion of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament (decision); United Nations re-
gional centers for peace and disarmament
(64/58); United Nations Regional Center for
Peace, Disarmament and Development in
Latin America and the Caribbean (64/60);
United Nations Regional Center for Peace
and Disarmament in Africa (64/62); United
Nations Regional Center for Peace and Dis-
armament in Asia and the Pacific (64/63);
Report of the Conference on Disarmament
(64/64); and Report of the Disarmament
Commission (64/65).

In the nuclear weapons area, the Assembly adopted a
new resolution by consensus that named 29 August
as the international day against nuclear tests (64/35).
Of particular significance was a consensus resolution
for a treaty banning the production of fissile material
for nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive de-
vices (64/29). The Assembly urged the Conference
on Disarmament to begin negotiations on this topic in
early 2010.

Finally, the five nuclear-weapon States co-sponsored
a resolution on the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty. This marks the first time that the draft for the
CTBT gained the support and co-sponsorship of all
five nuclear-weapon States. The resolution was
adopted with 175 in favor with only one against
(DPRK) and three abstentions (India, Mauritius, Syr-
ia). Before the adoption of the resolution, a vote was
held on operative paragraph five, which urged the
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DPRK to re-engage in the six-party talks. This para-
graph was adopted by a vote of 169 in favor, one
against (DPRK), and six abstentions (Cuba, Iran,
Namibia, Nicaragua, Syria, Venezuela).

2008: The 63" session of the UNGA First Committee
was held from 6-31 October and was chaired by Mr.
Marco Antonio Suazo of Honduras. On 2 December,
the General Assembly adopted 53 resolutions and
four decisions on the recommendation of its First
Committee.

In a voting pattern familiar to disarmament and secu-
rity-related drafts—on nuclear weapons, other weap-
ons of mass destruction, outer space, conventional
weapons, regional disarmament and security, and
disarmament machinery—recorded votes were
sought for 30 drafts, with several requiring separate
votes on contentious provisions in the bodies of the
texts themselves.

Nuclear weapons

e Sixteen resolutions and one decision were
adopted in the nuclear weapons category,
with the only two by consensus concerning
nuclear-weapon-free zones: in the region of
the Middle East (63/38); and Mongolia’s in-
ternational security and nuclear-weapon free
status (63/56).

e The rest in that cluster, requiring recorded
votes, addressed: the risk of nuclear prolif-
eration in the Middle East (63/84); decreas-
ing the operational readiness of nuclear
weapons (63/41); conclusion of effective in-
ternational arrangements to assure non-
nuclear-weapon States against the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons (63/39);
nuclear disarmament (63/46); convention on
the prohibition of the use of nuclear weap-
ons (63/75); reducing nuclear danger
(63/47); advisory opinion of the Internation-
al Court of Justice on the legality of the
threat or use of nuclear weapons (63/49);
missiles (63/55); towards a nuclear-weapon-
free world: accelerating the implementation
of nuclear disarmament commitments
(63/58), for which a vote to retain operative
paragraph 4 was also taken; establishment of
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia
(63/63); the Hague Code of Conduct against
Ballistic Missile Proliferation (63/64); nu-
clear-weapon-free  southern  hemisphere
(63/65), for which a separate vote on opera-
tive paragraph 6 was taken; United Nations
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conference to identify appropriate ways of
eliminating nuclear dangers in the context of
nuclear disarmament (decision); Compre-
hensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (63/87);
and renewed determination towards the total
elimination of nuclear weapons (63/73).

Other weapons of mass destruction

e Three of the five resolutions grouped under
other weapons of mass destruction were
adopted without a vote. These addressed:
biological weapons (63/88), the Chemical
Weapons Convention (63/48), and measures
to prevent terrorists from acquiring mass de-
struction weapons (63/60). The resolution
on the prohibition of the development and
manufacture of new types of weapons of
mass destruction and new systems of such
weapons: report of the Conference on Dis-
armament (63/36) was adopted by a vote of
175 in favor to 1 against (United States),
with 1 abstention (Israel). The draft on
measures to uphold the authority of the 1925
Geneva Protocol (63/53) was adopted by a
vote of 174 in favor to none against, with 4
abstentions (lIsrael, Marshall Islands, Palau,
United States).

Outer space (disarmament aspects)

e Asin years past, a recorded vote was needed
to adopt the resolution on the prevention of
an arms race in outer space (63/40), which
passed by 177 in favor to 1 against (United
States), with 1 abstention (Israel). A record-
ed vote was also taken in adopting the reso-
lution on transparency and confidence-
building measures in outer space activities
(63/68) by 180 in favor to 1 against (United
States), with 1 abstention (Israel).

Conventional weapons

e Acting without a vote, the Assembly recog-
nized the need for Member States to prevent
and combat illicit brokering activities
(63/67), and expressed concern that if proper
measures were not taken, illicit arms broker-
ing would adversely affect the maintenance
of international peace and security and pro-
long conflicts, thereby impeding sustainable
economic and social development, and result
in the illicit transfers of conventional arms
and the acquisition of weapons of mass de-
struction by non-State actors.
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The Assembly thus called on Member States
to establish appropriate national laws to pre-
vent and combat illicit brokering of conven-
tional arms, and materials, equipment and
technology that could contribute to the pro-
liferation of mass destruction weapons and
their delivery means consistent with interna-
tional law.

By a resolution on cluster munitions (63/71),
the Assembly recalled the conclusion of ne-
gotiations at Dublin on 30 May on the Con-
vention on Cluster Munitions and asked the
secretary-general to render the necessary as-
sistance and to provide the necessary ser-
vices to fulfill the tasks entrusted to him by
the Convention.

Approaching that issue via the traditional
text on the Convention on Certain Conven-
tional Weapons (63/85), the Assembly wel-
comed States parties’ commitment to ad-
dress the humanitarian problems caused by
specific munitions, including cluster muni-
tions, with a view to minimizing their hu-
manitarian impact. The Assembly expressed
support for the work of the Group of Gov-
ernmental Experts to negotiate a proposal to
urgently address the humanitarian impact of
cluster munitions, while striking a balance
between military and humanitarian consid-
erations, and to make every effort to negoti-
ate that proposal as rapidly as possible.

Maintaining that an enhanced level of trans-
parency in armaments contributed greatly to
confidence-building and security among
States and that the establishment of the
United Nations Register of Conventional
Arms constituted an important step forward
in promoting transparency in military mat-
ters, the Assembly reaffirmed its determina-
tion to ensure that Register’s effective op-
eration (63/69).

Six separate recorded votes were required to
retain operative paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5 (b), 5
and 7, which called upon Member States,
with a view to achieving universal participa-
tion, to provide the secretary-general, by 31
May annually, with the requested data and
information for the Register, including invit-
ing those in a position to do so to provide
additional information on procurement
through national production and military
holdings and on transfers of small arms and
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light weapons. Further by those paragraphs,
the Assembly asked the secretary-general,
with the assistance of a governmental expert
group to be convened in 2009, to prepare a
report on the Register’s continuing operation
and further development.

The resolution as a whole was adopted by a
recorded vote of 160 in favor to none against
with 22 abstentions.

Action was postponed on a resolution con-
cerning a possible arms trade treaty, pending
review of its program budget implications
by the Fifth Committee (Administrative and
Budgetary). Approved in the First Commit-
tee, the text would establish an open-ended
working group to meet in 2009 to further
consider those elements in the report of the
Group of Governmental Experts where con-
sensus could be developed for inclusion in
an eventual legally binding arms trade trea-

ty.

By a related text on the illicit small arms and
light weapons trade, the Assembly under-
lined that the uncontrolled spread of those
weapons in many regions of the world had
wide ranging humanitarian and socio-
economic consequences and  seriously
threatened peace, reconciliation, safety, se-
curity, stability and sustainable development
at individual, local, national, regional and
international levels. It encouraged national
capacity-building for the implementation of
the Program of Action to Prevent, Combat
and Eradicate the lllicit Trade in Small
Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects,
including those highlighted in the Third Bi-
ennial Meeting of States’ report. The As-
sembly also called upon all States to imple-
ment the International Tracing Instrument.

Two separate recorded votes were taken be-
fore adoption of the whole text. The first
was on operative paragraph 4, which en-
dorses the measures highlighted in the Third
Biennial Meeting of States to consider im-
plementation of the small arms Program of
Action. The second was on operative para-
graph 13, by which the Assembly decided to
convene an open-ended meeting of govern-
mental experts for one week, no later than in
2011, to address key implementation chal-
lenges and opportunities relating to particu-
lar issues, including international coopera-
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tion and assistance.

It adopted the resolution (63/72) as a whole
on the illicit small arms and light weapons
by a vote of 181 in favor to 1 against (Unit-
ed States), with no abstentions.

Also adopted by recorded vote was a resolu-
tion in the conventional weapons sphere on
the Mine Ban Convention (63/42).

Three additional drafts related to conven-
tional arms were adopted by consensus, in-
cluding information on confidence-building
measures in the field of conventional arms
(63/57); problems arising from the accumu-
lation of conventional ammunition stock-
piles in surplus (63/61); and assistance to
States for curbing the illicit traffic in small
arms and light weapons and collecting them
(63/66).

Regional disarmament and security

Other

The Assembly adopted four of five draft
resolutions, and one draft decision, by con-
sensus. They addressed: maintenance of in-
ternational security — good neighborliness,
stability and development in South-Eastern
Europe (decision); regional disarmament
(63/43); confidence-building measures in the
regional and subregional context (63/45);
strengthening of security and cooperation in
the Mediterranean region (63/86); and re-
gional confidence-building measures: activ-
ities of the United Nations Standing Adviso-
ry Committee on Security Questions in Cen-
tral Africa (63/78).

The fifth draft resolution relating to regional
disarmament—on conventional arms control
at the regional and subregional levels
(63/44)—was adopted 175 in favor to 1
against (India), with 2 abstentions (Bhutan,
Russian Federation).

disarmament measures and international

security

The Assembly also took recorded votes on
five draft resolutions related to other dis-
armament measures and international securi-
ty. They included: promotion of multilater-
alism in the area of disarmament and non-
proliferation (63/50); effects of the use of
armaments and ammunitions containing de-
pleted uranium (63/54); compliance with
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non-proliferation, arms limitation and dis-
armament agreements and commitments
(63/59); consolidation of peace through
practical disarmament measures (63/62), on
which a separate vote was taken to retain
preambular paragraph 10 as written; and de-
velopments in the field of information and
telecommunications in the context of inter-
national security (63/37).

e The Assembly adopted five other resolutions
on other disarmament measures and interna-
tional security without a vote. They were:
observance of environmental norms in the
drafting and implementation of agreements
on disarmament and arms control (63/51);
relationship between disarmament and de-
velopment (63/52); role of science and tech-
nology in the context of international securi-
ty and disarmament; United Nations study
on disarmament and non-proliferation edu-
cation (63/70); and United Nations Dis-
armament Information Program (63/81).

Disarmament machinery

e Also acting without a vote, the Assembly
adopted seven resolutions and one decision
related to disarmament machinery on: Unit-
ed Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Dis-
armament and Development in Latin Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean (63/74); convening of
the fourth special session of the General As-
sembly devoted to disarmament (decision);
United Nations regional centers for peace
and disarmament (63/76); United Nations
Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament
in Asia and the Pacific (63/77); Report of
the Conference on Disarmament; Report of
the Disarmament Commission (63/83);
United Nations disarmament fellowship,
training and advisory services (63/79); and
United Nations Regional Centre for Peace
and Disarmament in Africa (63/80).

On 24 December, the Assembly adopted the resolu-
tion on a possible arms trade treaty (63/240) by a
recorded vote of 133 in favor to 1 against (United
States), with 19 abstentions. This followed three sep-
arate recorded votes to retain operative paragraphs
3,4, and 5.

2007: The 62" session of the UNGA First Commit-
tee was held from 4 October to 2 November and was
chaired by Mr. Paul Badji of Senegal.
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e  The resolution “Establishment of a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in the region of the Mid-
dle East" (A/C.1/62/L.1) was adopted with-
out a vote.

e Another resolution related to the region,
“"The risk of nuclear proliferation in the
Middle East" (A/C.1/62/L.2) was adopted by
164 votes in favor. The US was among only
three states to cast a “no” vote.

e "Report of the Disarmament Commission"
(A/C.1/62/L.3) adopted without a vote.

e "Assistance to States for curbing the illicit
traffic in small arms and light weapons and
collecting them" (A/C.1/62/L.5) adopted
without a vote.

e The draft decision "United Nations confer-
ence to identify appropriate ways of elimi-
nating nuclear dangers in the context of nu-
clear disarmament" (A/C.1/62/L.6) was
adopted by 123 in favor, 3 opposed and 44
abstentions.

o "Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction” (A/C.1/62/L.7)

e Iran’s proposed resolution, "Follow-up to
nuclear disarmament obligations agreed to at
the 1995 and 2000 Review Conferences of
the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation ~ of  Nuclear  Weapons"
(A/C.1/62/L.8).

e The NAC proposed "Towards a nuclear-
weapon-free world: accelerating the imple-
mentation of nuclear disarmament commit-
ments" (A/C.1/62/L.9) which was adopted
by a vote of 151 in favor, 5 against, and 13
abstentions.

2006: The 61 session of the UNGA First Commit-
tee was held from 2 to 31 October and chaired by Ms.
Mona Juul of Norway, the first woman to chair the
First Committee since the creation of the UN.

During the general debate at the First Committee, the
two major emerging developments seemed to be the
support for the start of negotiations on a fissile mate-
rial cut-off treaty (FMCT) and an arms trade treaty
(ATT). Constructive discussions that took place at
the 2006 session of the Conference on Disarmament
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(CD) appeared to have opened an opportunity to
break the deadlock, with the FMCT as the central
issue. Mexico, Switzerland, Japan, Belarus, South
Korea, Turkey, the United States and other delega-
tions voiced their support for the start of negotiations
on an FMCT without conditions, while New Zealand,
Indonesia, Australia, and especially Pakistan stressed
that the future treaty must be verifiable.

A proposal to negotiate a new legally binding instru-
ment on international conventional arms trade, pro-
moted by the United Kingdom and Costa Rica, re-
ceived wide support. Other major recurring topics
and issues addressed by the delegations included the
reaffirmation of the right to peaceful uses of nuclear
energy, a diplomatic solution of the Iranian and North
Korean crises, and the need for negative security as-
surances to be provided by nuclear-weapon states
(NWS) to non-nuclear-weapons states (NNWS).
When addressing the right to peaceful uses of nuclear
energy, several states qualified that such a right
should be exercised along with compliance with trea-
ty obligations, and highlighted the importance of the
IAEA safeguards in this regard.

In view of the heightened tensions surrounding the
North Korean nuclear program and the 10th anniver-
sary of the opening for signature of the Comprehen-
sive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), a humber of
delegations addressed the importance of the treaty’s
entry into force and called on the nuclear weapon
states to observe a moratorium on nuclear testing in
the meantime. A large group of states called for the
implementation of the Final Document of the 2000
NPT. However, while many emphasized the need to
strengthen the nonproliferation regime, very few
states mentioned the next NPT review cycle, which
will begin with the May 2007 Preparatory Committee
meeting in Vienna.

The First Committee recommended 52 resolutions
and two decisions for adoption by the General As-
sembly. Of these, the draft resolution on an arms
trade treaty was the biggest breakthrough of the
committee’s session, though not without difficulties
and certain reservations. Some progress was also
possible in the pursuit of adopting fewer resolutions
and making those that are tabled more focused and
action-oriented. However, disagreements over key
substantive issues such as nuclear disarmament,
negative security assurances, prohibition of the pro-
duction of fissile material for weapons purposes, and
control over the transfer of conventional weapons
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persisted. Developments, successes and setbacks on
key resolutions are discussed in greater detail below.

The draft resolutions adopted by the committee were
divided into the following clusters: nuclear weapons
(including disarmament, testing and nuclear-weapon-
free-zones); other weapons of mass destruction (in-
cluding missiles); outer space (disarmament aspects);
conventional weapons; regional disarmament and
security; other disarmament measures and interna-
tional security, and disarmament machinery.

The following is an updated summary of the major
resolutions in each issue area.

Nuclear weapons:

o The following resolutions remained practi-
cally the same with similar voting patterns
of previous years: “Reducing Nuclear Dan-
ger” (61/85) adopted with 105 yes votes, 50
against, and 13 abstentions; “Convention on
the Prohibition of the Use of Nuclear Weap-
ons” (61/97) received 108 votes in favor, 50
against, and 10 abstentions; and finally,
“Nuclear disarmament” (61/78) passed with
105 in favor, 45 against, and 78 abstentions.

e “Renewed Determination towards the Total
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons” (61/74).
This resolution was first tabled by Japan in
2005. In 2006, the draft resolution was not
introduced by any state, but issued with 10
co-sponsors and 26 additional sponsors —
surprisingly, Japan not being one of them.
The draft resolution was adopted by a vote
of 169 in favor, 3 against (DPRK, India, and
the United States) and 8 abstentions (Bhu-
tan, China, Cuba, Egypt, Iran, Israel, My-
anmar, Pakistan).

Of the changes made in the text compared to
2005, the most notable is a paragraph that
condemns the nuclear test announced by the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK). The resolution was again the most
popular among the three on nuclear dis-
armament, especially among the nuclear-
weapons States (NWS); however, the United
States voted against it because of the refer-
ence to the CTBT.

e  “Follow-up to the advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice on the Legality
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of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons”
(61/83) was introduced by Malaysia. The
text of this resolution has not changed sub-
stantially from past years. A separate vote
was requested on operational paragraph 1,
which underlines the conclusion of the In-
ternational Court of Justice (1CJ) regarding
the obligation to pursue negotiations on nu-
clear disarmament. France joined Israel,
Russia, and the United States in voting
against the paragraph. The resolution as a
whole was adopted by a vote of 117 in fa-
vor, 27 against, and 26 abstentions.

The first draft of the New Agenda Coali-
tion’s resolution, “Towards a nuclear-
weapon-free world: Accelerating the imple-
mentation of nuclear disarmament,” (61/65)
did not differ significantly from the previous
year. It featured slightly stronger language
on the NPT and a new paragraph condemn-
ing all tests by states not yet party to the
NPT and all further tests by any state. The
draft resolution was adopted by a vote of
148 in favor, seven against (DPRK, France,
India, Israel, Pakistan, the United Kingdom,
and the United States), and 12 abstentions.

Australia, along with 44 other co-sponsoring
states, introduced a draft resolution entitled
"Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty"
(61/104). The updated draft demanded that
the DPRK not conduct any further tests,
while urging other states to refrain from
such actions. The sponsors have also deleted
the text urging for confidence-building
measures among all states, focusing on rati-
fication, particularly by the Annex Il states.
Many states and organizations offered their
support for the implementation of the
CTBT, the development of its verification
regime, the International Monitoring System
(IMS), and stressed a moratorium on nuclear
testing. It was adopted with 175 votes in fa-
vor, four abstentions (Colombia, India, Mau-
ritius, and the Syria Arab Republic), and two
votes against the resolution: the DPRK and
the United States). The United States ex-
plained its negative vote by the opposition to
the treaty, but supported the paragraph that
condemned the test carried out by the
DPRK.
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“Prohibition of the production of fissile ma-
terial for weapons purposes”
(A/C.1/61/L.23) was introduced by Canada
in view of the debate that had taken place at
the Conference on Disarmament (CD) dur-
ing the 2006 session and the US proposal on
an FMCT submitted to the CD in summer.
This new draft resolution urged the CD to
commence the negotiations on an FMCT,
regardless of whether there was progress on
other issues (the three other major points of
contention at the CD are PAROS, NSAs,
and nuclear disarmament). Introduction of
the resolution seemed to reflect the trend ob-
served during the FC general debate. How-
ever, Canada’s draft did not call on the ne-
gotiation of a verifiable treaty. Such text,
emphasizing FMCT over other issues of
concern and ignoring the verifiability, ran
contrary to the expectations of several states.
Canada had to withdraw the resolution, cit-
ing the divergence of opinions on the issue
and lack of time to bridge the differences.

"2010 Review Conference of the Parties to
the Treaty on the Non- Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons and its Preparatory Commit-
tee" (61/70) was introduced by Brazil, as the
chair of the 2005 NPT Review Conference.
The text of the draft resolution is basically
the same as the previous resolution, 56/24,
on the first Preparatory Committee for 2005
NPT Review Conference, but the major
change is in the location of the first Prep-
Com. PrepComs are normally held in New
York and Geneva, but the 2007 PrepCom
will take place in Vienna in April. The reso-
lution was adopted by a vote of 163 in favor,
none against, and three abstentions (India,
Israel, and Pakistan). The DPRK did not
vote on the resolution.

Following the signing of the Central Asian
Nuclear—Weapon-Free Zone (CANWFZ)
Treaty in September 2006, Uzbekistan in-
troduced an updated resolution, “Establish-
ment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Cen-
tral Asia,” (61/88) co-sponsored by Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Turkmeni-
stan. The resolution notes the readiness of
the Central Asian states to continue consul-
tations with NWS on a number of provisions
of the treaty. It also recognizes the estab-
lishment of the CANWFZ as an effective
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contribution to combating international ter-
rorism and preventing non-state actors from
acquiring nuclear materials and technolo-
gies. While the resolution reaffirms the role
of the United Nations in the establishment of
nuclear-weapon-free zones, it does not give
UNDDA any mandate related to the
CANWFZ. The draft resolution was adopt-
ed by a vote of 128 in favor, three against
(France, the United Kingdom, and the Unit-
ed States) and 36 abstentions, including
Australia and Canada.

"Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in the region of the Middle East"
(61/56) sponsored by Egypt, advocates,
pending the establishment of the zone, for
all states to place all nuclear activities under
IAEA safeguards. As in previous years, the
resolution was adopted without a vote.

“The risk of nuclear proliferation in the
Middle East” (61/103), which calls for Israel
to join the NPT as a NNWS was passed with
156 votes for, six abstentions, and four
against the resolution. As in previous years,
the United States and Israel voted against;
however, this year, several states expressed
their concern that while Israel was called by
name, Iran was not.

“Nuclear-weapon-free southern hemisphere
and adjacent areas” (Brazil, 61/69) was
passed with 168 votes in favor, seven ab-
stentions, and three against. The text of the
draft resolution remained essentially the
same, with a separate vote on the operative
paragraph five and its last three words. The
paragraph welcomes the steps taken to con-
clude further NWFZ treaties in the Middle
East and South Asia. It was retained as a
whole. India said that such language contra-
dicted the principles of the establishment of
NWFZ on the basis of arrangements freely
arrived at among the states of the region
concerned and abstained on the resolution.
As in previous years, France, the United
Kingdom, and the United States voted
against because, in their view, the ambiguity
regarding the zone’s coverage of the high
seas had not been sufficiently addressed in
the draft.

Disarmament Machinery
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“Convening of the fourth special session of
the General Assembly devoted to disarma-
ment” (Indonesia, 60/61), as in previous
years, received overwhelming support of the
committee. However, this time it was adopt-
ed by a vote, rather than without a vote. The
US position on this issue deteriorated further
compared to previous years, and it was the
only country to vote against, while there
were no abstentions and 166 votes in favor.
The United States did not explain its vote.

“Report of the Conference on Disarma-
ment,” (61/99) sponsored by Poland, Repub-
lic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation,
Senegal, and Slovakia, as in previous years
was adopted without a vote. The resolution
on the Conference on Disarmament (CD) re-
affirms the importance of the CD as the only
international disarmament negotiation fo-
rum.

Other weapons of mass destruction:

This year's resolutions on the “Implementa-
tion of the Convention on the Prohibition of
the Development, Production, Stockpiling
and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their
Destruction” (Poland, (61/68) and the “Con-
vention on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production, and Stockpiling of Bacte-
riological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons
and Their Destruction” (Hungary, (61/102)
were, as in previous years, both adopted
without a vote.

“Missiles” (61/59) was adopted with 105
states in favor, 55 abstentions, and six op-
posed. This year, Albania, France, Microne-
sia, and the United Kingdom joined Israel
and the United States in voting against the
resolution. The resolution called for a third
Panel of Governmental Experts, which will
report to the General Assembly in 2008,to
be convened in 2007.

Outer space (PAROS):

The “Prevention of an arms race in outer
space” (Egypt, 61/58), as in years past, con-
tinued to express the hope that an ad hoc
committee would be established within the
Conference on Disarmament to reinvigorate

UNITED NATIONS FIRST COMMITTEE

the debate on the adoption of a legally bind-
ing document relating to the weaponization
of outer space. The United States, however,
was the only delegation to vote against and
continues to oppose attempts to create such
a document, arguing that the existing multi-
lateral arms control regime is sufficient and
that there is no need to address a “non-
existent threat. ”

“Transparency and confidence-building in
outer space activities” (Russia, 61/75) was
adopted by an overwhelming majority of
167 yes votes, with only the United States
voting against and lIsrael abstaining. The
United States re-stated its usual position that
there was no arms race in outer space or in-
tent to weaponize outer space and, conse-
quently, no need to for a new instrument on
the issue.

Conventional weapons:

“Transparency in armaments” (61/77) en-
courages participation in the UN Conven-
tional Arms Register (UNCAR), which con-
fronts compliance and verification through a
major multilateral weapons transparency
mechanism; it builds confidence toward le-
gally binding agreements and voluntary
transparency. As in previous years, it proved
to be a controversial resolution, and a sepa-
rate vote was taken on seven operative para-
graphs (OPs 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7b and 9). The
draft resolution was adopted as a whole by
vote of 143 in favor and 23 abstentions; no
delegation voted against.

“Toward an arms trade treaty: establishing
common international standards for the con-
ventional arms” (61/89). This new resolution
was introduced by the United Kingdom and
co-sponsored by a large number of states.
The resolution seeks to pave the way to ne-
gotiating a legally binding international in-
strument that would establish standards for
the trade and transfer in conventional arms.
It requests the UN secretary-general to sub-
mit a report containing the views of member
states on the feasibility, scope and draft pa-
rameters of the future treaty, and to establish
a group of governmental experts who would
also examine the feasibility, scope, and draft
parameters of the future legal instrument on
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arms trade. The decision to include the latter
request in the draft was criticized by a num-
ber of states. Cuba, China, India, Iran, Paki-
stan, Russian Federation and others ex-
pressed their disagreement with the estab-
lishment of a GGE before member states
have submitted their views on the matter.
Because of this divergence of views, there
was a separate vote on OP 2 and 3, and both
were retained (133-1-26 and 133-1-24, re-
spectively). Explaining its abstention on the
resolution as a whole, Russia stated that it
did not see the need for a new international
instrument regulating arms trade. China also
abstained, arguing that draft did not reflect
the need for a different approach to arms ex-
porting states. The draft resolution was
adopted by a vote of 139 in favor, 24 absten-
tions, and one against. The United States
was again the only state to cast a negative
vote. It did not provide an explanation.

Confidence-building measures:

e  The text of the draft resolution, “Conclusion
of effective international arrangements to
assure non-nuclear-weapon States against
the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,”
(Pakistan, 61/57) remained essentially the
same as in previous years. References to
special GA sessions on disarmament and the
latest Conference of Heads of State or Gov-
ernment of the Non-aligned Movement were
added in the preamble. The voting pattern
remained the same for most states, and Chi-
na was again the only NWS voting in sup-
port. A significant development, however,
was that for the first time, the United States
voted against, and it was the only state to do
s0. In its explanation of vote, the United
States said that it opposed a treaty on nega-
tive security assurances (NSAs) or any other
legally binding instrument on security assur-
ances. The draft resolution was adopted by a
vote of 108 in favor, one against and 57 ab-
stentions.

Other Disarmament issues:

e The text of the resolution, “Promotion of
Multilateralism in the area of disarmament
and non-proliferation,” (61/62) did not
change substantially, and neither did the vot-
ing pattern. The draft resolution was adopted
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by a vote of 117 in favor, four against (Isra-
el, Micronesia, the United Kingdom and the
United States) and 50 abstentions.

2005: The 60" session of the UNGA First Commit-
tee was held from 3 October — 4 November and
chaired by Y.J. Choi, permanent representative of the
Republic of Korea to the United Nations. During
their opening statements, many states explicitly re-
ferred to the developments regarding Iran and North
Korea and identified the major trends of the year's
session, which included effectiveness of the global
disarmament machinery, multilateralism, nuclear
disarmament, the CTBT, terrorism, NWFZs, and
conventional weapons. These major trends were re-
flected in the more than 60 resolutions recommended
by the First Committee to the General Assembly. In
addition, member states almost universally addressed
the outcomes of the NPT Review Conference and UN
Summit in their statements. Most states deplored the
lack of a substantive outcome of the 2005 Review
Conference and the absence of language in the World
Summit Outcome Document dealing with disarma-
ment and nonproliferation. Delegations agreed that
these failures demonstrate the serious challenges
multilateral fora and instruments currently face in
establishing and implementing nonproliferation and
disarmament measures. Many resolutions linked dis-
armament directly to nonproliferation and pointed to
the lack of balance between these two issues. The
resolutions adopted by the committee were divided
into the following issues: nuclear disarmament and
nonproliferation; nuclear testing; nuclear-weapon-
free zones (NWFZ); disarmament machinery; other
weapons of mass destruction; outer space (disarma-
ment aspects); conventional weapons; confidence-
building measures, including transparency in arma-
ments; other disarmament matters; and terrorism.

The following is an updated summary of the major
resolutions in each issue area.

Nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation:

e Several resolutions were adopted without
significant change in support from last year.
These include “Reducing Nuclear Danger”
(India, 60/79), “Convention on the Prohibi-
tion of the Use of Nuclear Weapons” (India,
60/88), and “Renewed Determination to-
wards the Total Elimination of Nuclear
Weapons” (Japan, 60/65). However, the
Japanese-sponsored resolution was support-
ed by more states, including two NWS
(France and United Kingdom).
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The resolution “Follow-up to the advisory
opinion of the International Court of Justice
on the Legality of the Threat or Use of Nu-
clear Weapons” (60/76) was again contro-
versial. It was adopted with 126 votes in fa-
vor, 29 against (including France, Russia,
the United Kingdom, and the United States),
and 24 abstentions. The divided vote came
as a result of the call in operational para-
graph 2 for the early conclusion of a nuclear
weapons convention. A separate vote was
taken on operational paragraph 1, which
states, "the unanimous conclusion of the In-
ternational Court of Justice that there exists
an obligation leading to nuclear disarma-
ment in all its aspect under strict and effec-
tive international control." This paragraph
received 165 yes votes (including India and
Pakistan), 3 votes against (Israel, Russia,
and the United States) and 4 abstentions.

The resolution, “Towards a nuclear-weapon-
free world: Accelerating the implementation
of nuclear disarmament” (60/56), sponsored
by the NAC, was adopted by a vote of 153
in favor, 5 against (India, Israel, Pakistan,
United Kingdom, United States), and 20 ab-
stentions. The resolution reaffirms the out-
come of the 2000 NPT Review Conference
as "the framework of systematic and pro-
gressive efforts towards nuclear disarma-
ment." While it does not list the 13 Practical
Steps of 2000, it calls on the NWS to fully
comply with their disarmament commit-
ments.

As in previous years, “Nuclear Disarma-
ment” (Myanmar, 60/70) received less sup-
port than other nuclear disarmament related
resolutions. It was adopted by a vote of 94 in
favor, 42 against, with 17 abstentions.

“The Hague Code of Conduct against Ballis-
tic Missile Proliferation” (60/62) was reaf-
firmed with 151 yes votes and one absten-
tion. It is a follow-up resolution from previ-
ous sessions and seeks to prevent the prolif-
eration of missiles, encouraging states not
party to the Hague Code of Conduct to join
it.

The resolution, “Follow-up to nuclear dis-
armament_obligations agreed in the 1995
and 2000 Review Conferences of the Parties
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
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Nuclear Weapons” (Iran 60/72) represented
one of the most controversial developments
at this year's First Committee. In an attempt
to avoid political isolation in the aftermath
of the IAEA resolution that found Iran in
noncompliance with its safeguards agree-
ment, Iran presented the draft resolution,
which closely follows the language of the 13
Practical Steps used in the Final Document
of the 2000 NPT Review Conference. Its
adoption took place only after Iran revised
the text several times and gained last-minute
support from Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) states. The revised resolution does
not include an earlier reference to an ad-hoc
committee of the General Assembly to re-
view the implementation of disarmament
obligations under the NPT. The resolution
was adopted with a very narrow margin (87
states voted in favor, 56 against, and 26 ab-
stained).

The U.S sponsored resolution “Compliance
with non-proliferation, arms limitation and
disarmament agreements” (United States,
60/55) was adopted with a vote of 163 in fa-
vor, 0 against, and 10 abstentions.

Nuclear testing:

Through statements and sponsorship of the
draft resolution "Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty" (Australia, 60/95), many states and
organizations offered their support for the
implementation of the CTBT, the develop-
ment of its verification regime, the Interna-
tional Monitoring System (IMS), and the
current moratorium on nuclear testing. All
but five states voted in favor of adopting the
resolution. “Comprehensive Test Ban Trea-
ty,” with similar content to last year, re-
ceived wide support with 172 yes votes, 1
against (United States), and 4 abstentions
(India, Colombia, Syria and Mauritius). The
resolution was revised to omit the preambu-
lar paragraph that stated "the importance of
the Treaty for the continued systematic and
progressive efforts to reduce nuclear weap-
ons globally, with the ultimate goal of elim-
inating those weapons, and of general and
complete disarmament under strict and ef-
fective international control.”

Nuclear-weapon-free zones (NWFZ):

Five resolutions regarding regional NWFZ
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were adopted, four of which without a vote.
These include "Consolidation of the regime
established by the Treaty for the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and
the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)
(60/50)," “Establishment of a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in Central Asia” (Uzbeki-
stan, 60) "African Nuclear-Weapon-Free
Zone Treaty," (60/49), and "Establishment
of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region
of the Middle East" (Egypt, 60/52), which
also reaffirms the right to the peaceful use of
nuclear energy.

“Nuclear-weapon-free southern hemisphere
and adjacent areas” (Mexico, 60/58) was
passed with 144 yes votes, 3 abstentions,
and 6 no votes. It was met with resistance
from nuclear-weapons states as well as India
and Pakistan.

"The risk of nuclear proliferation in the
Middle East" (60/92) was adopted with 164
yes votes, 5 against (including Israel and the
United States), and 5 abstentions (including
Australia, Ethiopia, India, Cameroon). The
resolution calls on Israel to join the NPT as
a non-nuclear weapon state.

Disarmament Machinery:

“Convening of the fourth special session of
the General Assembly devoted to disarma-
ment” (60/518), sponsored by Indonesia on
behalf of NAM, and “Report of the Confer-
ence on Disarmament” (60/90), sponsored
by Peru, were adopted without a vote. Many
states called in their opening statements to
the committee for the convening of the
fourth special session. The resolution on the
Conference on Disarmament (CD) reaffirms
the importance of the CD as the only inter-
national disarmament negotiation forum.

Other weapons of mass destruction:

This year's resolutions on the
“Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction” (Poland, 60/67)
and the “Convention on the Prohibition of
the Development, Production, and Stockpil-
ing of Bacteriological (Biological) and Tox-
in Weapons and Their Destruction” (Hunga-
ry, 60/96) were, as in previous years, both
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adopted without a vote. There were no major
changes to the text of either of the resolu-
tions; however, minor changes include
greater emphasis on implementation of na-
tional legislation under the CWC and calls
for financial support from the secretary-
general for the 2006 BWC review confer-
ence to be held in Geneva in 2006.

Outer space (PAROS):

The “Prevention of an arms race in outer
space” (60/54) continued to express the hope
that an ad hoc committee would be estab-
lished within the Conference on Disarma-
ment to reinvigorate the debate on the adop-
tion of a legally binding document relating
to the weaponization of outer space. The
United States, however, was the only dele-
gation to vote against and continues to op-
pose attempts to create such a document, ar-
guing that the existing multilateral arms con-
trol regime is sufficient and that there is no
need to address a "non-existent threat."”

“Measures to promote transparency and con-
fidence-building in outer space” (Russia,
60/66) was adopted by an overwhelming
majority of 158 yes votes, with only the
United States voting against it and Israel ab-
staining. As Sri Lanka noted last year in the
First Committee, "the annual presentation of
the PARQOS resolution in the First Commit-
tee and the almost universal endorsement of
its principles...has had the salutary effect of
according to these objectives the status of
customary law."

Conventional weapons:

Resolutions in 2005 regarding conventional
weapons were rather routine, and no new
resolutions or changes in attitude fueled any
debate. Five resolutions were adopted in-
cluding: “Problems arising from the accu-
mulation of conventional ammunition stock-
piles in surplus” (60/74) and “Conventional
arms control at the regional and subregional
levels” (60/75).

Confidence-building measures:

“Conclusion of effective international ar-
rangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the use or threat of use of nu-
clear weapons” (60/53) received 120 votes
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in favor, 0 against, and 59 abstentions, in-
cluding France, Russia, United Kingdom,
and the United States. For the second year in
a row, China voted in favor of the resolution
and remains the only NWS in support of le-
gally binding security assurances.

e “Transparency in armaments” (60/226)
proved once again to be controversial and a
highly politicized resolution. The resolution
encourages participation in the UN Conven-
tional Arms Register (UNCAR), which con-
fronts compliance and verification through a
major multilateral weapons transparency
mechanism; it builds confidence toward le-
gally binding agreements and voluntary
transparency.

Other Disarmament issues:

e  “Promotion of Multilateralism in the area of
disarmament and non-proliferation” (60/59)
introduced by Indonesia on behalf of NAM
was adopted with 122 votes in favor, 8
against (including Israel, the United King-
dom, the United States), and 50 abstaining
(including Australia, Canada, France, Japan,
Sweden). The resolution affirms the im-
portance of multilateralism both in negotiat-
ing norms and in resolving disarmament and
nonproliferation concerns.

Terrorism:

e Three resolutions relating to terrorism were
adopted. "Measures to prevent terrorists
from acquiring weapons of mass destruc-
tion” (60/78) urges states to cooperate to
avoid terrorists acquiring WMD. It was
adopted without a vote. The new French
draft resolution "Preventing the risk of radi-
ological terrorism” (60/73) aims at better
control over radiological materials and their
means of production, to prevent their use by
terrorists to make a "dirty bomb." Because
of last-minute revisions of the resolution to
ensure consensus, France read a handful of
"stylistic" oral amendments to the text on 28
October, to reflect previously consensus-
adopted texts verbatim. A vote was taken on
this resolution by mistake, as no delegation
actually called for a registered vote. The
resolution was therefore adopted with 162
votes in favor, none against, and none ab-
staining. "Prevention of the illicit transfer
and unauthorized access to and use of man-
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portable air defense systems" (60/77) focus-
es in particular on control over man-portable
devices. The resolution introduced by Aus-
tralia was adopted without a vote.

2004: The 59" session of the UNGA First Committee
was held from 30 September to 5 November. Chaired
by Ambassador Luis Alfonso de Alba of Mexico, the
committee adopted 55 draft resolutions. Two of these
were new resolutions: “Prevention of the illicit trans-
fer and unauthorized access to and use of man-
portable air defense systems” (59/90) and “The
Hague Code of Conduct against Ballistic Missile
Proliferation” (59/91). The resolutions were divided
into the following issues: nuclear disarmament and
nonproliferation, nuclear testing, nuclear-weapon-
free zones (NWFZs), disarmament machinery, other
weapons of mass destruction, outer space (disarma-
ment aspects), conventional weapons, confidence-
building measures including transparency in arma-
ments, and other disarmament matters.

The following is an updated summary of the major
resolutions in each issue area.

Nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation:

e “Bilateral strategic nuclear arms reductions
and the new strategic framework” (Russian
Federation and the United States, 59/94) was
adopted without a vote. A number of states,
including Cuba, Indonesia, and the New
Agenda Coalition, raised objections and ex-
pressed concerns over the lack of verifica-
tion of the Moscow Treaty.

e Several resolutions were adopted without
significant change in support from last year.
These include “A path to the total elimina-
tion of nuclear weapons” (Japan, 59/76),
“Reducing Nuclear Danger” (India, 59/79),
“Convention on the Prohibition of the Use
of Nuclear Weapons” (India, 59/102), “Fol-
low-up to the advisory opinion of the Inter-
national Court of Justice on the Legality of
the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons
(59/83).

e “Nuclear Disarmament” (Myanmar, 59/77)
received the least support of all disarmament
resolutions with 93 votes in favor, 42
against, and 18 abstentions.

e “The Hague Code of Conduct against Ballis-
tic Missile Proliferation” (59/91) seeks to
prevent the proliferation of missiles and en-
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courages states not party to the Hague Code
of Conduct to join it.

“Missiles” (Egypt, Indonesia, Iran 59/67) for
the first time requests the secretary-general
to prepare a report, with assistance from the
United Nations Institute for Disarmament
Research (UNIDIR), that identifies areas in
which consensus can be reached. The secre-
tary-general will submit the report to the
UNGA for its 61 session.

“The Conference on Disarmament decision
(CD/1547) of 11 August 1998 to establish,
under item 1 of its agenda entitled "Cessa-
tion of the nuclear arms race and nuclear
disarmament,” an ad hoc committee to nego-
tiate, on the basis of the report of the Special
Coordinator (CD/1299) and the mandate
contained therein, a non-discriminatory,
multilateral, and internationally and effec-
tively verifiable treaty banning the produc-
tion of fissile material for nuclear weapons
or other nuclear explosive devices (Canada,
59/81) was adopted by an overwhelming
majority of 147 votes in favor, one against
(United States), and two abstentions (Israel,
United Kingdom). The resolution urges the
Conference on Disarmament to agree on a
Program of Work that includes the immedi-
ate commencement of negotiations on a ver-
ifiable treaty banning the production of fis-
sile materials.

“Accelerating the implementation of nuclear
disarmament  commitments”  (Sweden,
59/75)

Nuclear testing:

“Comprehensive Nuclear test-Ban Treaty
(CTBT)” (Australia, 59/109) welcomes the
Joint Ministerial Statement reaffirming sup-
port for the CTBT, signed on 23 September
2004, urges all states to maintain their mora-
toria on nuclear-weapons test explosions or
any other nuclear explosions, and underlines
the need to maintain momentum toward
completion of the verification regime.

Nuclear-weapon-free zones:

“Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in the region of the Middle East”
(Egypt, 59/63) calls for the establishment of
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle
East. It also reaffirms the right to the peace-
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ful use of nuclear energy.

“Mongolia’s international security and nu-
clear-weapon-free  status.”  (Mongolia,
59/73)

“Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in Central Asia” (Uzbekistan, 59/513)
was adopted without vote.

“Nuclear-weapon-free southern hemisphere
and adjacent areas” (Mexico, 59/85) was
met with resistance from nuclear-weapons
states as well as India and Pakistan.

Other weapons of mass destruction:

“Convention on the Prohibition of the De-
velopment, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin
Weapons and on Their Destruction” (Hun-
gary, 59/110) recalls the decision reached at
the Fifth Review Conference to discuss and
promote common understanding and effec-
tive action on enhancing international capa-
bilities for responding to, investigating, and
mitigating the effects of alleged use of bio-
logical or toxin weapons or suspicious out-
breaks of disease and strengthening national
and international institutional efforts and ex-
isting mechanisms for the surveillance, de-
tection, diagnosis, and combating of infec-
tious diseases affecting humans, animals,
and plants.

“Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction” (Poland, 59/72)
emphasizes that the universality of the Con-
vention on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production, Stockpiling and Use of
Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruc-
tion and its implementation contribute to en-
hancing international peace and security.

The “1925 Geneva Protocol” (Malaysia,
59/70) recalls that the last such resolution
was adopted in 2002, welcomes that three
more States Parties decided to withdraw
their reservations, and urges other parties
that continue to maintain reservations to the
1925 Geneva Protocol to withdraw them.

Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space (PA-

ROS):

“Prevention of an arms race in outer space”
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(Egypt, 59/65) calls on all states to contrib-
ute actively to the objective of the peaceful
use of outer space and to refrain from ac-
tions contrary to that objective. The CD is
invited to establish an ad hoc committee on
this issue as early as possible.

Conventional weapons:

e Several resolutions were adopted without
vote: “Prevention of the illicit transfer and
unauthorized access to and use of man-
portable air defense systems” (Australia,
59/90), “The illicit trade in small arms and
light weapons in all its aspects” (Colombia,
Japan, and South Africa, 59/86), “Problems
arising from the accumulation of conven-
tional ammunition stockpiles in surplus”
(Bulgaria, 59/515), “Information on confi-
dence-building measures in the field of con-
ventional arms” (Argentina, 59/92), “Con-
vention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on
the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons
Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively
Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects”
(Sweden, 59/107), “Assistance to States for
Curbing the Hlicit Traffic in Small Arms and
Collecting Them” (Mali, 59/74), “Consoli-
dation of peace through practical disarma-
ment measures” (Germany, 59/82).

e “Conventional Arms Control at the Regional
and Subregional Levels” (Pakistan, 59/88)
was the only conventional weapons resolu-
tion that did not enjoy consensus. It was
adopted with 165 votes in favor, one against
(India), and one abstention (Bhutan).

Confidence-building measures:

e  “Confidence-building measures in the re-
gional and subregional context” (Pakistan,
59/87) emphasizes that the objective of con-
fidence-building measures should be to help
strengthen international peace and security
and be consistent with the principle of un-
diminished security at the lowest level of
armament.

Other disarmament issues:

e “Measures to prevent terrorists from acquir-
ing weapons of mass destruction” (India,
59/80) urges all member states to undertake
and strengthen international and national
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measures to prevent terrorists from acquir-
ing WMD and related materials and requests
the secretary-general to compile a report to
present at the 60th UNGA session on
measures for tackling the global threat posed
by terrorists acquiring WMD.

2003: During its 2003 (58" session, the UNGA
adopted 52 texts recommended by the First Commit-
tee. Two of these were new resolutions, “Enhancing
the contribution of the First Committee to the
maintenance of international peace and security”
(58/41) and “Promotion at a regional level in the Or-
ganization for Security and Cooperation in Europe of
the United Nations programme of action on the illicit
trade in small arms and light weapons in all its as-
pects” (58/55). The resolutions were divided into the
following issues: nuclear disarmament and nonprolif-
eration; nuclear testing; nuclear-weapon-free zones
(NWF2Z); disarmament machinery; other weapons of
mass destruction; outer space (disarmament aspects);
conventional weapons; confidence-building
measures, including transparency in armaments; and
other disarmament matters. Two resolutions were
withdrawn: “Conference of States parties and signa-
tories to treaties by which nuclear-weapon-free zones
have been established” (Mexico, L19), which would
have decided to hold such a conference before the
2005 NPT Review Conference and “Convening of
the fourth special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament” (Malaysia, L.25).

The clusters for action on draft resolutions and deci-
sions were the following: nuclear weapons; other
weapons of mass destruction; outer space (disarma-
ment aspects); conventional weapons; regional dis-
armament and  security;  confidence-building
measures, including transparency in armaments; and
other disarmament matters.

Nuclear weapons:

e “Towards a nuclear-weapon-free world: a
new agenda” (New Agenda, 58/51) express-
es deep concern at the limited progress on
the implementation of the 13 practical steps
towards disarmament agreed to in the NPT
Review Conference Final Document in
2000. The resolution reaffirms and updates
the 13 steps: called upon states to refrain
from action that could lead to a new nuclear
arms race; expresses urgency for early entry
into force of the CTBT, and in the meantime
to maintain the moratorium on nuclear test
explosions; acknowledges that while the
SORT Treaty is a positive step, its lack of
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verifiability and irreversibility disqualifies
the treaty as a disarmament measure; agrees
that the reduction of non-strategic nuclear
weapons is a high priority and should be car-
ried out comprehensively; calls upon the CD
to resume negotiations on a treaty banning
the production of fissile material for nuclear
weapons; agrees that the CD should estab-
lish ad hoc committees on nuclear disarma-
ment and on the prevention of an arms race
in outer space; calls upon NWS to integrate
their nuclear disarmament efforts; notes the
importance of regular reporting to the NPT;
calls upon NWS to respect their commit-
ments to security assurances until multilat-
erally negotiated, legally binding security
assurances are concluded; reaffirms the im-
portance of NWFZs; calls on states to con-
clude full-scope safeguards agreements, ad-
ditional protocols with the IAEA; calls on
the DPRK to comply with the NPT and sup-
ports diplomatic efforts for a peaceful reso-
lution on the Korean peninsula; stresses the
important role of the IAEA as the body to
verify compliance with the NPT; calls on
Russia and the United States to approach the
IAEA to implement the Plutonium Man-
agement and Disposition Agreement; and
calls upon NWS to dispose fissile material
no longer required for military purposes un-
der the TAEA’s verification; and reinforces
the importance of multilateralism in these
efforts.

“Reduction of non-strategic nuclear weap-
ons” (New Agenda, 58/50) elaborates the
comprehensive manner in which these re-
ductions of high priority should be carried
out. Reductions should be based on unilat-
eral initiatives; undertaken in a transparent,
verifiable, and irreversible way. The resolu-
tion calls on the United States and Russia to
formalize their presidential nuclear initia-
tives into legally binding instruments; to en-
hance security surrounding these weapons;
to adopt further confidence-building and
transparency measures; not to rationalize the
use of these weapons; to take concrete
agreed measures. It also calls for the prohi-
bition of non-strategic nuclear weapons that
have been removed from NWS arsenals.

“A path to the total elimination of nuclear
weapons” (Japan, 58/59) reiterates the 13
practical steps unanimously agreed to in the
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NPT 2000 Review Conference Final Docu-
ment, including universality of the NPT,
immediate commencement of fissile materi-
al cut-off negotiations in the CD; and calls
for efforts to prevent the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) by
confirming and strengthening export control.

“Various resolutions on nuclear disarma-
ment were sponsored by various combina-
tions of Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
countries: “Reducing nuclear danger”
(58/47), “Nuclear disarmament” (58/56),
“Follow-up to the advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice on the Legality
of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons”
(58/46), “Conclusion of effective interna-
tional arrangements to assure non-nuclear
weapon States against the use or threat of
use of nuclear weapons” (58/35), and “Con-
vention on the Prohibition of the Use of Nu-
clear Weapons” (58/64).

“The Conference on Disarmament decision
(CD/1547) of 11 August 1998 to establish,
under item 1 of its agenda entitled ‘Cessa-
tion of the nuclear arms race and nuclear
disarmament’, an ad hoc committee to nego-
tiate, on the basis of the report of the Special
Coordinator” (CD/1299) and the mandate
contained therein, a non-discriminatory,
multilateral, internationally and effectively
verifiable treaty banning the production of
fissile material for nuclear weapons or other
nuclear explosive devices” (Japan, 58/57)
urge the CD to agree on a program of work,
including the immediate commencement of
negotiations on an ban on fissile material.

“Missiles” (Iran, 58/37) establishes a Panel
of Governmental Experts in 2004 to explore
further the issue of missiles in all its aspects,
and to submit a report to the 59™ session of
the GA.

Nuclear testing:

“Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty
(CTBT)” (Australia, 58/71) stresses the im-
portance of signature, ratification, and
achievement of the earliest entry into force
of the CTBT and urged States to maintain
moratoria on nuclear testing.

Nuclear-weapons-free zones:
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Resolutions calling for the strengthening of
NWFZs: “Consolidation of the regime es-
tablished by the Treaty for the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the
Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)” (Brazil,
58/31) and “African Nuclear-Weapon-Free
Zone Treaty (Treaty of Pelindaba)” (Nigeria,
58/30).

Resolutions calling for the controversial es-
tablishment of NWFZs included: “Estab-
lishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in
the region of the Middle East” (Egypt,
58/34) and “Nuclear-weapon-free southern
hemisphere and adjacent areas” (Brazil,
58/49). “Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-
free zone in Central Asia” (Uzbekistan,
58/518) was a draft decision to include this
item on next year’s agenda, rather than a
resolution as in the previous year’s session.

Other weapons of mass destruction:

“Convention on the Prohibition of the De-
velopment, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin
Weapons and on Their Destruction” (Hun-
gary, 58/72) recalls the decision reached at
the Fifth Review Conference of the States
Parties to the BTWC in November 2002,
and calls for State Parties to implement the
decision.

“Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction” (Poland, 58/52)
notes the First Special Session of the Con-
ference of the States Parties to Review the
Operation of the Convention in The Hague
from 28 April to 9 May 2003, and the Politi-
cal Declaration, in which the States Parties
reaffirmed their commitment to the object
and purpose of the CWC.

Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space (PA-

ROS):

“Prevention of an arms race in outer space”
(Sri Lanka, 58/36) calls on all States to con-
tribute actively to the objective of the peace-
ful use of outer space and to refrain from ac-
tions contrary to that objective. The CD is
invited to establish an ad hoc committee on
this issue as early as possible.

Conventional weapons:
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“The illicit trade in small arms and light
weapons in all its aspects” (Colombia, Ja-
pan, and South Africa) was put to a vote,
with one country, the United States, voting
against the resolution due to the funding re-
quirements. The resolution decides to con-
vene a conference no later than 2006 to re-
view the progress made in the implementa-
tion of the Program of Action, as well as a
second biennial meeting of states in 2005
(the first was held in July 2003). In addition,
it calls for the development of an interna-
tional instrument to trace SALW, and to es-
tablish an open-ended working group to pur-
sue this matter, beginning with a meeting on
3-4 February 2004.

A new resolution, “Promotion at the region-
al level in the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) of the Unit-
ed Nations programme of action on the illic-
it trade in small arms and light weapons in
all its aspects,” (Several co-sponsors, 58/55)
emphasizes the need for regional and subre-
gional measures to combat SALW and high-
lights the OSCE’s “best practices” guide.

“National legislation on transfer of arms,
military equipment and dual use goods and
technology” (Netherlands, 58/42) invites
Member States to enact or improve national
legislation, regulations, and procedures to
exercise effective control over the transfer of
arms, military equipment, and dual-use
goods and technology, while ensuring that
these are consistent with States Parties’ ob-
ligations under international treaties. Mem-
ber States are encouraged to provide, on a
voluntary basis, information on the above to
the UN secretary-general who will make it
available to other Member States.

“Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions
on the Use of Certain Conventional Weap-
ons Which May Be Deemed to Be Exces-
sively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate
Effects” (Several co-sponsors, 58/69) calls
on all countries to join the Convention on
Conventional Weapons (CCW) and its Pro-
tocols; notes the decision of the Meeting of
the States Parties to the CCW held on 12
and 13 December 2002 that the Working
Group on Explosive Remnants of War
(ERW) would continue its work in 2003
with the mandate to negotiate an instrument
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on post-conflict remedial measures to reduce
the risks of ERW as well as to continue to
consider the implementation of relevant ex-
isting principles of international humanitari-
an law. It also notes the decision of the
Meeting of the States Parties to the Conven-
tion that the Working Group on Mines other
than Anti-Personnel Mines would continue
its work in 2003 with the mandate to consid-
er the possibility of concluding a negotiating
mandate for a new instrument and other ap-
propriate  measures; and encourages the
Group to submit a possible proposal for an
instrument on ERW to States Parties for
consideration at their meeting on 27 and 28
November 2003.

e “Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Produc-
tion and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines
and on Their Destruction” (Thailand, 58/53)
invites States to join and comply with the
Anti-personnel Landmine Ban Convention;
calls for rehabilitation and reintegration of
mine victims, mine risk education programs
and the removal of anti-personnel mines;
and requests the Secretary-General to con-
vene the Convention’s First Review Confer-
ence in Nairobi from 29 November to 3 De-
cember 2004.

Confidence-building measures (CBM), including
transparency in armaments:

e “Transparency in armaments” (Co-Sponsors,
58/54) endorses the report of the Secretary-
General on the continuing operation of the
Register and its further development and the
recommendations from the consensus report
of the 2003 group of governmental experts;
decides to modify the scope of the Register
according to the recommendations of the
2003 group of governmental experts; and
calls upon Member States to provide the
Secretary-General annually with requested
data for the Register, and to provide addi-
tional information on procurement from na-
tional production and military holdings.

e “Confidence-building measures in the re-
gional and subregional context” (Pakistan,
58/43) calls on Member States to refrain
from the use or threat of use of force in the
settlement of disputes, such as promoting bi-
lateral and regional confidence-building
measures.
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Other disarmament matters:

e “Improving the effectiveness of the methods
of work of the First Committee” (United
States, 58/41) requests the Secretary-
General to seek the views of Member States
on the issue of improving the effectiveness
of the methods of work of the First Commit-
tee, and to prepare a report comEiIing these
views to be submitted at the 59" session of
the GA.

e “Measures to prevent terrorists from acquir-
ing weapons of mass destruction” (India,
58/48) urges all Member States to undertake
and strengthen international and national
measures to prevent terrorists from acquir-
ing WMD and related materials; and re-
quests the Secretary-General to compile a
report to present at the 59™ session of the
GA on measures for tackling the global
threat posed by terrorists acquiring WMD.

e “Promotion of multilateralism in the area of
disarmament and non-proliferation” (South
Africa on behalf the Non-Aligned Move-
ment, 57/63) reaffirms multilateralism as the
core principle in negotiations in the area of
disarmament and nonproliferation; requests
that States cooperate in resolving their con-
cerns with regard to cases of non-
compliance, and refrain from resorting or
threatening to resort to unilateral actions or
directing unverified non-compliance accusa-
tions against one another.

2002: During its 2002 (57") session, the UNGA
adopted 50 resolutions and two decisions recom-
mended by the First Committee. Four of these were
new resolutions. The resolutions were divided into
the following issues: nuclear disarmament and non-
proliferation; nuclear testing; nuclear-weapon-free
zones (NWFZ); other weapons of mass destruction;
outer space (disarmament aspects); conventional
weapons; confidence-building measures, including
transparency in armaments; and other disarmament
matters. Two resolutions were not adopted. Due to
disagreement on the text, the resolution introduced by
the Chairman, “Multilateral cooperation in disarma-
ment and non-proliferation,” was not further pursued.
The resolution introduced by Iraq on “Effects of the
use of depleted uranium in armaments,” as in the 56"
session, was not adopted. The following is a sum-
mary of the major resolutions in each issue area from
the 57" session (the lead sponsor is indicated by pa-
rentheses).
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Nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation:

“Reductions of non-strategic nuclear weap-
ons” (New Agenda Coalition, 57/58) agreed
that further reduction of non-strategic nucle-
ar weapons should be carried out as an es-
sential component in the disarmament pro-
cess; and for the development of further
confidence-building measures and a reduc-
tion in their operational status (newly intro-
duced).

“Towards a nuclear-weapon-free world: the
need for a new agenda” (New Agenda Coa-
lition, 57/59) expressed concern for the lack
of progress on the 13 practical steps towards
disarmament agreed to in the NPT Review
Conference Final Document in 2000. The 13
steps were reaffirmed and updated: called
upon the Conference on Disarmament (CD)
to establish an ad hoc committee to deal
specifically with nuclear disarmament;
wished to see the CTBT enter into force as
soon as possible with confirmation of the
moratorium on all test explosions; expressed
deep concern about the continued retention
of the nuclear weapons option by the three
States that have not yet acceded to the NPT
and called on them to do so and bring into
force full-scope |AEA safeguards; called for
the resumption of negotiations on a Fissile
Material Cutoff Treaty (FMCT); called for
the prevention of an arms race in outer space
(PAROS), and called on the CD to re-
establish an ad hoc committee to deal with
this issue; called on the nuclear-weapon
States (NWS) to respect fully their existing
commitments with regard to security assur-
ances and for recommendations on this issue
to be made to the 2005 NPT Review Con-
ference.

“Bilateral strategic nuclear arms reductions
and the new strategic framework” (Russian
Federation and United States, 57/68) wel-
comed the commitment of the United States
and the Russian Federation to strategic nu-
clear warhead reductions in the Treaty on
Strategic Offensive Reductions (Moscow
Treaty), signed on 24 May 2002, and recog-
nized the importance of the Group of Eight
Global Partnership Against the Spread of
Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruc-
tion, launched by leaders at the Kananaskis
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Summit, held at Kananaskis, Canada, on 26
and 27 June 2002 (newly introduced).

“A path to the total elimination of nuclear
weapons” (Japan, 57/78) reaffirmed several
aspects of the 13 practical steps unanimous-
ly agreed to in the NPT 2000 Review Con-
ference Final Document, including univer-
sality of the NPT, immediate commence-
ment of fissile material cut-off negotiations
in the CD; and called for efforts to prevent
the proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction (WMD) by confirming and
strengthening export control.

Nuclear testing:

“Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty
(CTBT)” (Mexico, 57/100) stressed the im-
portance of signature and ratification and
achievement of the earliest entry into force
of the CTBT and urged States to maintain
moratorium on nuclear testing.

Nuclear-weapon-free zones (NWFZ):

“Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in Central Asia” (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,
57/69) noted the elaboration by experts of
all five Central Asian States at the Samar-
kand meeting from 25-27 September 2002
of a draft treaty and its protocol for the es-
tablishment of a NWFZ in Central Asia and
affirms consultations on the protocol, which
the NWS are invited to ratify.

“Nuclear-weapon-free southern hemisphere
and adjacent areas” (Brazil, 57/73); “Mon-
golia’s international security and nuclear-
weapon-free status” (Mongolia, 57/67); “Es-
tablishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone
in the region of the Middle East” (Egypt,
57/55).

Other weapons of mass destruction:

“Prohibition of the development and manu-
facture of new types of weapons of mass de-
struction and new systems of such weapons”
(Belarus, 57/50) reaffirmed the need to pre-
vent new types of weapons that are just as
destructive as WMD. The CD was the sug-
gested venue to deal with this issue.

“Convention on the Prohibition of the De-
velopment, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin
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Weapons and on Their Destruction” (Hun-
gary, Dec. 57/516) requested the Secretary-
General to render assistance for the Fifth
Review Conference of the States Parties to
the BTWC, which reconvened in Geneva
from 11- 22 November 2002.

“Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction” (Canada, Poland,
57/82).

Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space (PA-

ROS):

“Prevention of an arms race in outer space”
(Egypt, 57/57) called on all States to con-
tribute actively to the objective of the peace-
ful use of outer space and to refrain from ac-
tions contrary to that objective. The CD was
invited to establish an ad hoc committee on
this issue as early as possible.

Conventional weapons:

“National legislation on transfer of arms,
military equipment and dual use goods and
technology” (Netherlands, 57/66) invited
Member States to enact or improve national
legislation, regulations, and procedures to
exercise effective control over the transfer of
arms, military equipment, and dual-use
goods and technology, while ensuring that
these are consistent with States Parties’ ob-
ligations under international treaties. Mem-
ber States were called on to provide on a
voluntary basis information on the above to
the UN Secretary-General who will make it
available to other Member States (newly in-
troduced).

“The illicit trade in small arms and light
weapons in all its aspects” (Japan, 57/72)
decided to convene the first of the biennial
meetings of States as stipulated in the Pro-
gram of Action 2001 to consider national,
regional, and global implementation of the
Program of Action in New York in July
2003. Welcomed the convening of the
Group of Governmental Experts established
to assist the Secretary-General to study the
feasibility of developing an international in-
strument to enable States to identify and
trace illicit small arms and light weapons
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and to submit the study to the GA at its 58"
session.

“Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions
on the Use of Certain Conventional Weap-
ons Which May Be Deemed to Be Exces-
sively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate
Effects” (Sweden, 57/98) urged all countries
to join the Convention on Conventional
Weapons (CCW) and its Protocols; and not-
ed the mandate of the Second Review Con-
ference for the establishment of a group of
governmental experts with two separate co-
ordinators to discuss ways and means to ad-
dress the issue of explosive remnants of war
and to further explore the issue of mines
other than anti-personnel mines respectively.

“Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Produc-
tion and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines
and on Their Destruction” (Belgium, 57/74)
called on States to join and comply with the
Anti-personnel Landmine Ban Convention;
requested the Secretary-General to convene
the Fifth Meeting of States Parties to the
Convention at Bangkok from 15-19 Sep-
tember 2003.

Confidence-building measures (CBM), including
transparency in armaments:

“Transparency in armaments” (Netherlands,
57/75) called upon Member States to report
data to the UN Register of Conventional
Arms; recalled its request to Member States
to provide the Secretary-General with their
views on the continuing operation of the
Register and its further development and on
transparency measures related to WMD; re-
minded them of the request to convene of a
group of governmental experts in 2003 to
report on the Register of Conventional
Arms; called upon the CD to consider this
issue; and requested Member States to coop-
erate at the regional and subregional level on
this issue.

“Compliance with arms limitation and dis-
armament and non-proliferation agree-
ments” (United States, 57/86) urged all
States Parties to arms limitation and dis-
armament and nonproliferation agreements
to implement and comply with the entirety
of all provisions of such agreements, in light
of the threat of international terrorism.
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Other disarmament matters:

“Missiles” (Iran, 57/71) welcomed the report
of the Secretary-General on the issue of mis-
siles in all its aspects; and requested the Sec-
retary-General with the assistance of a panel
of governmental experts, to further explore
the issue of missiles in all its aspects and
prepare a report for the General Assembly’s
59" session (57/71).

“United Nations study on disarmament and
non-proliferation” (Mexico, 57/60) took
note of the United Nations study on dis-
armament and nonproliferation education,
which contains a series of recommendations
for immediate and long-term implementa-
tion by Member States, the United Nations
and other international organizations, civil
society, non-governmental organizations,
and the media.

“Relationship between disarmament and de-
velopment” (South Africa, on behalf of the
Non-Aligned Movement, 57/65) requested
the Secretary-General to establish a group of
governmental experts in 2003 to present a
report to the 59" session of the GA with
recommendations for a reappraisal of the re-
lationship between disarmament and devel-
opment in the current international context,
as well as the future role of the organization
in this connection.

“Measures to prevent terrorists from acquir-
ing weapons of mass destruction” (Intro by
India, 57/83) urged all Member States to un-
dertake and strengthen international and na-
tional measures to prevent terrorists from
acquiring WMD and related materials; and
requested the Secretary-General to compile
a report to present at the 58™ session of the
GA on measures for tackling the global
threat posed by terrorists acquiring WMD.

“Promotion of multilateralism in the area of
disarmament and non-proliferation” (South
Africa on behalf the Non-Aligned Move-
ment, 57/63) reaffirmed multilateralism as
the core principle in negotiations in the area
of disarmament and nonproliferation; re-
quested that States cooperate in resolving
their concerns with regard to cases of non-
compliance, and refrain from resorting or
threatening to resort to unilateral actions or
directing unverified non-compliance accusa-
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tions against one another, to resolve their
concerns.

“Developments in the field of information
and telecommunications in the context of in-
ternational security” (Russian Federation,
57/53) called for a group of governmental
experts to be established in 2004, to prepare
a study on this issue for the 60" General As-
sembly session (57/53).

2001: During its 2001 (56™) session, the UNGA
adopted 45 resolutions and 6 decisions recommended

by the F

irst Committee. Those resolutions and deci-

sions covered nuclear disarmament and nonprolifera-
tion; nuclear testing; NWFZ; other weapons of mass
destruction; PAROS and the Anti-Ballistic Missile
(ABM) Treaty; conventional weapons; CBMs, in-
cluding transparency in armaments; and other dis-
armament matters. The following is a summary of the
major resolutions in each issue area:

Nuclear

Nuclear

NWFZs:

disarmament and nonproliferation:

“Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons: 2005 Review Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and its
Preparatory Committee” (Algeria, 56/240)
took note of the decision of the Parties to the
NPT to hold the first meeting of the Prepara-
tory Committee in New York from 8-19
April 2002, leading up to the 2005 Review
Conference of the NPT.

“A path to the total elimination of nuclear
weapons” (Japan, 56/24N) reaffirmed sever-
al aspects of the 13 practical steps agreed to
in the NPT 2000 Review Conference Final
Document, including universality of the
NPT, immediate commencement of fissile
material cut-off negotiations in the CD; and
called for efforts to prevent the proliferation
of WMD by confirming and strengthening
export control.

testing:

“Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty”
(New Zealand, 56/415) noted the forthcom-
ing Conference on Facilitating the Entry into
Force of the CTBT which was held in New
York from 11 to 13 November 2001.

“Nuclear-weapon-free southern hemisphere
and adjacent areas” (Brazil, 56/24G) wel-
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comed the steps taken to conclude further
NWFZ treaties; called upon all States to
consider relevant proposals to establish a
NWFZ in the Middle East and South Asia;
and called upon the States Parties and signa-
tories of the treaties of Tlatelolco, Raroton-
ga, Bangkok, and Pelindaba to promote the
nuclear-weapon-free status of the southern
hemisphere and adjacent areas.

“Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in the region of the Middle East”
(Egypt, 56/21); “Consolidation of the regime
established by the Treaty for the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and
the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)” (MeXx-
ico, 56/30).

“African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Trea-
ty” (Sudan, on behalf of the Group of Afri-
can States, 56/17) called upon African States
to sign and ratify the African Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (Treaty of Pelin-
daba) so that it may enter into force.

PAROS and the ABM Treaty:

“Prevention of an arms race in outer space”
(Sri Lanka, 56/23) called upon all States to
contribute actively to the objectives of the
peaceful use of outer space (PAROS) and
the prevention of an arms race in outer space
and to refrain from actions contrary to those
objectives, and invited the CD to establish
an ad hoc committee on PAROS as early as
possible.

“Preservation of and compliance with the
Treaty on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic
Missile Systems” (Russian Federation,
56/24A) called on each of the States Parties
to preserve and strengthen the ABM Treaty
through full and strict compliance so that it
remains the cornerstone in maintaining
global strategic stability and world peace
and in promoting further strategic nuclear
arms reductions.

Biological, toxic, and chemical weapons:

“Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction” (Canada, 56/24K)
urged all States Parties to the CWC to meet
in full and on time their obligations under
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the Convention and to support the OPCW in
its implementation activities.

“Convention on the Prohibition of the De-
velopment, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin
Weapons and on Their Destruction” (Hun-
gary, 56/414) decided to request the Secre-
tary-General to provide services as may be
required for the Fifth Review Conference
which was held at Geneva from 19 Novem-
ber-7 December 2001.

“Prohibition of the dumping of radioactive
wastes” (Sudan, on behalf of the Group of
African States, 56/24L) expressed concern
about radiological warfare and the dumping
of nuclear or radiological wastes; welcomed
the entry into force in 2001 of the Joint
Convention on the Safety of Radioactive
Waste Management, and called on States to
join the Convention; called on the CD to in-
clude, as part of the negotiations of a con-
vention on the prohibition of radiological
weapons, the dumping of radioactive wastes.

Conventional weapons and transparency in arma-

ments:

“The illicit trade in small arms and light
weapons in all its aspects” (Columbia,
56/24V) endorsed the Program of Action
adopted at the 2001 UN Conference on
Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its
Aspects and welcomed the progress
achieved so far in adopting the program; en-
couraged cooperation among States, interna-
tional organizations, and civil society in
combating illicit traffic in small arms and
supporting the process of collecting and de-
stroying such arms. Also called for a UN
study on the feasibility of developing an in-
ternational instrument to trace small arms
and light weapons.

“Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions
on the Use of Certain Conventional Weap-
ons Which May Be Deemed to Be Exces-
sively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate
Effects” (Sweden, 56/28) urged all countries
to join and comply with the CCW and its
Protocols; welcomed the convening, on 10
December 2001, of the Third Annual Con-
ference of States Parties to Amended Proto-
col 11, in accordance with article 13 thereof,
and called upon all States parties to amend-
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ed Protocol Il to address at that meeting the
question of holding the fourth annual con-
ference in 2002.

“Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Produc-
tion and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines
and on Their Destruction” (Nicaragua,
56/24M) called on States to join and comply
with the Convention; requested the Secre-
tary-General to convene the Fourth Meeting
of States Parties to the Convention at Gene-
va from 16-20 September 2002.

“Transparency in armaments” (Netherlands,
56/24Q) called upon Member States to pro-
vide the Secretary-General with the request-
ed data and information for the UN Register
of Conventional Arms; recalled its request to
Member States to provide the Secretary-
General with their views on the continuing
operation of the Register and its further de-
velopment and on transparency measures re-
lated to WMD; and invited the CD to con-
sider continuing its work in the field of
transparency in armaments.

Other disarmament matters:

“Multilateral cooperation in the area of dis-
armament and non-proliferation and global
efforts against terrorism” (Chairman, 56/24
T) emphasized that progress is urgently
needed in the area of disarmament and non-
proliferation in order to help maintain inter-
national peace and security and to contribute
to global efforts against terrorism; called
upon all Member States to renew and fulfill
their individual and collective commitments
to multilateral cooperation as an important
means of pursuing and achieving their
common objectives in the area of disarma-
ment and nonproliferation (newly intro-
duced).

“Missiles” (Iran, 56/24B) welcomed the es-
tablishment of the Panel of Governmental
Experts on “the issue of missiles in all its
aspects” and requested the Secretary-
General to continue seeking views on the is-
sue from Member States to report at the 57"
session of the GA.

“Developments in the field of information
and telecommunications in the context of in-
ternational security” (Russian Federation,
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56/19) requested the Secretary-General to
establish a group of governmental experts in
2004 to conduct a study on the issue.

2000: At its 2000 (55™) session, the UNGA adopted
50 resolutions dealing with disarmament, arms con-
trol, and nonproliferation recommended by the First
Committee. The resolutions dealt with nuclear dis-
armament and nonproliferation; nuclear testing;
NWFZs; PAROS and the ABM Treaty; biological,
toxic, and chemical weapons; conventional weapons,
including transparency in armaments; and other dis-
armament matters. The following is a summary of the
major resolutions in each issue area:

Nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation:

“Towards a nuclear-weapon-free world: the
need for a new agenda” (New Agenda Coa-
lition, 55/33C) took into consideration the
unequivocal undertaking by the nuclear-
weapon States, in the Final Document of the
2000 Review Conference of the NPT, to ac-
complish the total elimination of their nucle-
ar arsenals leading to nuclear disarmament.
All States Parties to the Treaty are commit-
ted under article VI of the Treaty to nuclear
disarmament. States must take practical
steps for systematic and progressive efforts
to implement article VI of the NPT and par-
agraphs 3 and 4 (c) of the “Decision on
principles and objectives for nuclear non-
proliferation and disarmament” of the 1995
Review and Extension Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty.

“2000 Review Conference of the Parties to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons” (Algeria, 55/33D) wel-
comed the adoption by consensus on 19
May 2000 of the Final Document of the
2000 Review Conference of the NPT, in-
cluding in particular the documents entitled
“Review of the operation of the Treaty, tak-
ing into account the decisions and the reso-
lution adopted by the 1995 Review and Ex-
tension Conference” and “Improving the ef-
fectiveness of the strengthened review pro-
cess for the Treaty.”

“A path to the total elimination of nuclear
weapons” (Japan, 55/33R) reaffirmed sever-
al aspects of the 13 practical steps agreed to
in the NPT 2000 Review Conference Final
Document, including universality of the
NPT, immediate commencement of fissile
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material cut-off negotiations in the CD; and
called for efforts to prevent the proliferation
of WMD by confirming and strengthening
export control.

Recurring GA texts on nuclear nonproliferation:

Nuclear

NWFZs:

“The risk of nuclear proliferation in the
Middle East” (Egypt, on behalf of the
League of Arab States, 55/36, 56/27, 57/97);
“Conclusion of effective international ar-
rangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the use or threat of use of nu-
clear weapons” (Intro by Pakistan, 55/31,
56/22, 57/56); “The Conference on Dis-
armament decision (CD/1547) of 11 August
1998 to establish, under item 1 of its agenda
entitled ‘Cessation of the nuclear arms race
and nuclear disarmament,” an ad hoc com-
mittee to negotiate, on the basis of the report
of the Special Coordinator (CD/1299) and
the mandate contained therein, a non-
discriminatory, multilateral, and internation-
ally and effectively verifiable treaty banning
the production of fissile material for nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices”
(Canada, 55/33Y, 56/24J, 57/80); “Conven-
tion on the Prohibition of the Use of Nuclear
Weapons” (Intro by India, 55/34G, 56/28,
57/98); “Reducing nuclear danger” (Intro by
India, 55/34G, 56/24C, 57/84); “Nuclear
Disarmament” (Intro by Myanmar, 55/33T,
56/24R, 57/79).

testing:

“Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty”
(Australia, 55/41) stressed the importance
and urgency of signature and ratification to
achieve the early entry into force of the
CTBT; and urged States to maintain their
moratoria on nuclear weapons test explo-
sions or any other nuclear explosions, pend-
ing the entry into force of the Treaty.

“Nuclear-weapon-free southern hemisphere
and adjacent areas” (55/331, Brazil) wel-
comed the steps taken to conclude further
NWFZ treaties, called upon all States to
consider relevant proposals to establish a
NWFZ in South Asia, and called upon the
States Parties and signatories of the treaties
of Tlatelolco, Rarotonga, Bangkok, and
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Pelindaba to promote the nuclear-weapon-
free status of the southern hemisphere and
adjacent areas.

“Consolidation of the regime established by
the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbe-
an” (Mexico, 55/39); “Establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of
the Middle East” (Egypt, 55/30); and “Es-
tablishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone
in Central Asia” (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan,  Turkmenistan,  Uzbekistan,
55/33W).

PAROS and the ABM Treaty:

“Preservation of and compliance with the
Treaty on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic
Missile Systems” (Russian Federation,
55/33B) called on each of the States Parties
to preserve and strengthen the ABM Treaty
through full and strict compliance.

“Prevention of an arms race in outer space”
(Egypt, 55/32) called upon all States to con-
tribute actively to the objective of the peace-
ful use of outer space and of the prevention
of an arms race in outer space and to refrain
from actions contrary to that objective, and
invited the CD to establish an ad hoc com-
mittee on PARQOS as early as possible dur-
ing the 2001 session.

Biological, toxic and chemical weapons:

“Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction” (Poland, 55/33H)
urged all States Parties to the CWC to meet
in full and on time their obligations under
the Convention and to support the Organiza-
tion for the Prohibition of Chemical Weap-
ons (OPCW) in its implementation activi-
ties.

“Convention on the Prohibition of the De-
velopment, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin
Weapons and on Their Destruction” (Hun-
gary, 55/40) welcomed the progress so far in
negotiating a protocol to strengthen the
BTWC and called upon all States Parties to
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redouble their efforts in order to complete
the protocol; and noted that the Fifth Review
Conference of the Parties to the Convention
will be held at Geneva from 19 November-7
December 2001, and that, after appropriate
consultation, a Preparatory Committee for
that Conference, open to all States Parties to
the Convention, was established and will
meet at Geneva from 25-27 April 2001.

Conventional weapons, including transparency in
armaments:

e “Illicit traffic in small arms and light weap-
ons” (South Africa, 55/33Q) decided to con-
vene the United Nations Conference on the
Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light
Weapons in All Its Aspects in July-August
2001, and to convene the Third Session of
the Preparatory Committee for the Confer-
ence from 19-30 March 2001 in New York.

e “Transparency in armaments” (Netherlands,
55/33U) called upon Member States, with a
view to achieving universal participation, to
provide the Secretary-General by 31 May
annually the requested data and information
for the UN Register of Conventional Arms;
recalled its request to Member States to pro-
vide the Secretary-General with their views
on the continuing operation of the Register
and its further development and on transpar-
ency measures related to WMD; requested
the Secretary-General, with the assistance of
a group of governmental experts, to convene
a meeting in 2003 to prepare a report on the
continuing operation of the Register and its
further development, taking into account the
work of the CD; and invited the CD to con-
sider continuing its work in the field of
transparency in armaments .

e “Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Produc-
tion and Transfer of Anti-personnel mines
and on Their Destruction” (Norway,
55/33V) urged all countries to sign and rati-
fy the Convention to do so without delay
and requested the Secretary-General to con-
vene the Third Meeting of States Parties to
the Convention at Managua, from 18-21
September 2001.

e “Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions
on the Use of Certain Conventional Weap-
ons Which May Be Deemed to Be Exces-
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sively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate
Effects” (Sweden, 55/37) urged all countries
to join and comply with the CCW and its
Protocols; decided to convene the second
session from 2-6 April 2001 and the third
session from 24-28 September 2001.

Other disarmament matters:

o  “Missiles” (Iran, 55/33A) requested the Sec-
retary-General, with the assistance of a pan-
el of governmental experts to be established
in 2001 to prepare a report for the GA at its
57th session on the issue of missiles in all its
aspects.

e  “United Nations study on disarmament and
non-proliferation  education”  (Mexico,
55/33E) requested the Secretary-General to
prepare, with the assistance of a group of
qualified governmental experts, a study on
disarmament and nonproliferation, inviting
representatives of organizations of the Unit-
ed Nations system, university educators,
disarmament and peace-related institutes,
and non-governmental organizations.

1997-1999: The 54" session (1999) of the UNGA
adopted 48 draft resolutions and four draft decisions
submitted by the First Committee. The 53 session
(1998) of the UNGA adopted 48 draft resolutions and
one draft decision. In the 52" session (1997), the
First Committee submitted 43 draft resolutions and
two draft decisions. The resolutions covered the issue
areas of nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation,
nuclear testing, NWFZs, biological and chemical
weapons, conventional weapons, and other issues.
The following is a summary of the major resolutions
in each issue area:

Nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation:

e “The risk of nuclear proliferation in the
Middle East” (Egypt, on behalf of the
League of Arab States, 54/57, 53/80, 52/41)
called on Israel to accede to the NPT, not to
acquire nuclear weapons, to renounce their
possession, and, as a confidence-building
measure, to place its nuclear facilities under
full-scope 1AEA safeguards.

e “Towards a nuclear-weapon-free world: the
need for a new agenda” (New Zealand,
54/54G; Ireland, 53/77Y) called for a new
agenda for a nuclear-weapon-free world.
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“Nuclear disarmament” (Myanmar, 54/54P,
53/77X, 52/38L) called for a step-by-step
program of deep nuclear weapon reductions
within a time-bound framework and a halt in
the qualitative improvement, development,
production, and stockpiling of nuclear war-
heads and delivery systems, as well as the
establishment of an ad hoc committee on
nuclear disarmament in the CD.

“Conclusion of effective international ar-
rangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the use or threat of use of nu-
clear weapons” (Pakistan, 54/52, 53/75,
52/36) called for the creation of a negative
security assurance instrument.

“Convention on the Prohibition of the Use
of Nuclear Weapons” (India, 54/55D,
53/78D), 52/39C) requested the CD to begin
negotiations to reach agreement on an inter-
national convention to prohibit the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons.

“Follow-up to the advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice on the Legality
of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons”
(Malaysia, 54/54Q, 53/77W, 52/380) called
again on NWS to fulfill their obligation to
pursue and bring to a conclusion nuclear
disarmament negotiations under the advisory
opinion of the International Court of Justice
on the legality of the threat or use of nuclear
weapons.

“Bilateral nuclear arms negotiations and nu-
clear disarmament” (United States and Rus-
sian Federation, 53/77Z, 52/38M) urged the
Russian Federation and the United States to
begin START Il negotiations immediately
after the ratification of START Il by the
Russian Federation.

“Nuclear disarmament with a view to the ul-
timate elimination of nuclear weapons” (Ja-
pan, 54/54D, 53/77U, 52/38K) called for
nuclear disarmament with a view to the ul-
timate elimination of nuclear weapons, in-
cluding several specific steps; underlined the
vital importance of the 2000 Review Con-
ference of the NPT for the preservation and
strengthening of the regime, and called upon
NWS to intensify their efforts with a view to
reaching an agreement on updated objec-
tives for nuclear non-proliferation and dis-
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armament, based on the review of the
achievements since 1995.

Nuclear testing:

NWFZs:

“Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty”
(Mexico, 54/63) endorsed the Final Declara-
tion of the Conference on Facilitating the
Entry into Force of the CTBT, called on
States to sign and/or ratify the CTBT, and to
cease nuclear testing until its entry into
force.

In the 53rd session, a draft resolution on the
CTBT calling for signatures and ratifications
as well as the establishment of a verification
regime by the CTBTO, was withdrawn and
replaced by a Decision to include the item in
the next session of the GA. The same deci-
sion was adopted in the 52nd session.

“Nuclear testing” (Canada, 53/77G) con-
demned the nuclear tests by India and Paki-
stan and called on States to sign and/or ratify
the CTBT.

“Consolidation of the regime established by
the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbe-
an (Treaty of Tlatelolco)” (Mexico, 54/60,
53/83, 52/45); ‘“Nuclear-weapon-free south-
ern hemisphere and adjacent areas” (Brazil,
54/54L, 53/77Q, 52/38N); “The African Nu-
clear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (Treaty of
Pelindaba)” (Group of African States, 54/48,
52/46); and “Establishment of a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in the region of the Mid-
dle East” (Egypt, 54/51, 53/74, 52/34); “Es-
tablishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone
in Central Asia” (Uzbekistan, 54/417,
53/77A, 52/38S); “Mongolia’s international
security and nuclear-weapon-free status”
(Mongolia, 53/77D); and “Establishment of
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia”
(Pakistan and Bangladesh, 52/35).

Chemical and biological weapons:

“Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production,
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction” (Canada and Po-
land, 54/54E, 53/77R, 52/38T) stressed the
importance of universality, full implementa-
tion and compliance with the CWC.

UNFC-32

Inventory of International Nonproliferation Organizations and Regimes
© Center for Nonproliferation Studies

Last Update: 03/30/2015



“Convention on the Prohibition of the De-
velopment, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin
Weapons and on Their Destruction” (Hun-
gary, 54/61, 53/84, 52/47) called on all
States to sign and/or ratify the BTWC, and
on the States Parties to accelerate and con-
clude the Ad Hoc Committee negotiations
on a protocol to strengthen the regime.

Conventional weapons:

“Implementation of the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Produc-
tion and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines
and on Their Destruction” (Mozambique,
54/54B; Canada, 53/77N; 52/38A) invited
non-parties to sign or, upon entry into force,
accede to the Anti-personnel Mine Ban
Convention. “Contributions towards banning
anti-personnel landmines” (52/38 H) called
on the CD to engage in intensified efforts to
address the landmines issue.

“Small Arms” called for the convening of
the UN Conference on the lllicit Trade in
Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its
Aspects, to be held in June of 2001
(54/54V), called for a study on small arms
and light weapons reduction and control (Ja-
pan, 53/77E), and endorsed the recommen-
dations of the Panel of Government Experts
on Small Arms and called on States to im-
plement them in cooperation with regional
and international organizations, the police,
intelligence services, customs, and border
control (Japan, 52/38J).

“Assistance to States for curbing the illicit
traffic in small arms and collecting them”
(Mali, 54/54J, 52/38C) encouraged coopera-
tion among States, international organiza-
tions and civil society in combating illicit
traffic in small arms and supporting the pro-
cess of collecting such arms.

“Illicit traffic in small arms” (South Africa,
54/54R, 53/77T) requested the Secretary-
General to submit information on the
measures to combat illicit trafficking in
small arms and light weapons, and the role
of the United Nations in collecting, collat-
ing, sharing, and disseminating information
on illicit trafficking in small arms and light
weapons; and invited Member States to im-
plement necessary measures related to this
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class of weapons, bilaterally, regionally and
through multilateral channels, such as the
UN.

“Transparency in armaments” (Egypt,
54/541, 53/77S, 52/38B) requested the Sec-
retary-General, with the assistance of the
group of governmental experts to be con-
vened in the year 2000 to report to the UN-
GA at its 55th session on the inclusion of
weapons of mass destruction in the UN Reg-
ister on Conventional Arms to promote
greater transparency and invited the CD to
consider continuing its work undertaken in
the field of transparency in armaments.

“Transparency in armaments” (Netherlands,
54/540, 53/77V, 52/38R) requested the Sec-
retary-General, with the assistance of a
group of governmental experts to be con-
vened in 2000, to prepare a report on the
continuing operation of the Register and its
further development and invited the CD to
consider continuing its work undertaken in
the field of transparency in armaments.

Other disarmament matters:

“Convening of the fourth special session of
the General Assembly devoted to disarma-
ment” (South Africa, on behalf of the Non-
Aligned Movement, 54/54U, 53/77AA,
52/38F) decided to convene the Fourth Spe-
cial Session of the General Assembly devot-
ed to disarmament (SSOD 1V), provided
there emerges a consensus on the objective
and agenda for the session.

“Prevention of an arms race in outer space”
(Sri Lanka, 54/53; Egypt, 53/76; Sri Lanka,
52/37) called for the prevention of an arms
race in outer space and the establishment of
an ad hoc committee on this subject in the
CD.

“The Conference on Disarmament decision
to establish, under item 1 of its agenda enti-
tled ‘Cessation of the nuclear arms race and
nuclear disarmament’ an ad hoc committee
to negotiate, on the basis of the report of the
Special Coordinator (CD/1299) and the
mandate  contained therein, a non-
discriminatory, multilateral and internation-
ally and effectively verifiable treaty banning
the production of fissile material for nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices”
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(Canada, 53/771) encouraged the re-
establishment of the ad hoc committee in the
CD and continued negotiations on a ban on
fissile material production for nuclear explo-
sives.

e  “Preservation of and compliance with the
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty” (Russian Fed-
eration, 54/54A) called for the preservation
of the ABM Treaty as a cornerstone in main-
taining global strategic stability and promot-
ing nuclear arms reductions.

e “Missiles” (Iran, 54/54F) requested the Sec-
retary-General to seek the views of all
Member States on the issue of missiles in all
its aspects, and to submit a report to the
UNGA'’s 55th session.

e “Implementation of the Declaration of the
Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace” (Non-
Aligned Movement, 54/47, 52/44) called for
the implementation of a Zone of Peace in the
Indian Ocean.

Contact Info for the General Assembly First
Committee and UN Disarmament Commission:

Secretary of the First Committee

Mr. Jarmo Sareva

United Nations, Room S-2977

New York, NY 10017 USA

Phone: (212) 963-5595

Fax: (212) 963-5595

Website: http://www.un.org/ga/first/index.shtml
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